TIIS Readings for these Times

*The TIIS Co-Directors and Board do not necessarily share the views of any of the
authors or directors listed below. But in the spirit of TIIS (and of freedom of thought),
read as you wish.

Some readings on pandemics and plagues (Histories and novels so far)

Adrian, Chris. 2006. The Children’s Hospital.

Atwood, Margaret. 2003. Oryx and Crake.

Barry, John M. 2018 [2004]. The Great Influenza. New Y ork: Penguin.

Bellatin, Mario. 1994. Beauty Salon.

Camus, Albert. 1947. La Peste (The Plague). Paris: Editions Gallimard.

Crichton, Michael. 1969. The Andromeda Strain.

Defoe, Daniel. 1722. A Journal of the Plague Year.

Garcia Mérquez, Gabriel. 1985. Love in the Time of Cholera.

Griffith, Nicole. 1992. Ammonite.

Herrera, Yuri. 2013. The Transmigration of Bodies.

Johnson, Steven. 2006. The Ghost Map: The Story of London’s Most Terrifying Epidemic
and How it Changed Science, Cities and the Modern World. New York:
Riverhead Books.

King, Stephen. 1978. The Stand.

Ma, Ling. 2018. Severance.

Mandel, Emily St. John. 2014. Station Eleven.

Porter, Katherine Anne. 1989. Pale Horse, Pale Rider.

Ryman, Geoff. 1989. The Child Garden.

Serpell, Namwali. 2019. The Old Drifi.

Shepherd, Peng. 2018. The Book of M.

Van Ben Berg, Laura. 2015. Find Me.

Some readings on democracy and the political process

Hersh, Eitan. 2020. Politics is for Power. New York: Scribner.

Levitsky, Steven and Daniel Ziblatt. 2019. How Democracies Die. New York: Broadway
Books.

Some readings on the COVID crisis, health disparities, and mental health
Berinato, Scott. 2020. “That Discomfort You’re Feeling is Grief.” Interview with David
Kessler. It was published on March 23 in the Harvard Business Review, March 23.
https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief

Comas-Diaz, Lillian, Gordon Nagayama Hall, Helen A. Neville. 2 “Racial Trauma:
Theory, Research, and Healing: Introduction to the Special Issue.” American
Psychologist 74.1; https://doi.org/10.1037/amp0000442

“Coronavirus Anxiety Workbook.” (In multiple languages). The Wellness Society.



https://thewellnesssociety.org/free-coronavirus-anxiety-
workbook/?tbclid=IwAROLcyeKRG6W6zzL. Tel3GyLSzLjPJPnYDRc7¢eR-
MJgfRUy9HvVkIMBAcolo

Pappas, Stephanie. 2020. “Fighting Inequity in the Face of COVID-19.” American
Psychological Association 51.4 (June); https://www.apa.org/monitor/2020/06/covid-

fighting-
inequity ?fbclid=IwAR3cliKFEAONfw29ZU mCNUcVnQZ7cPI4QIVREILIBa0Y GCuc

zQaU3Q9-p0

Pattillo, Ali. 2020. “It’s a Public Health Problem: Doctors Clarify Why Racism Against
Black Americans is a Public Health Crisis.” Inverse. June 3;
https://www.inverse.com/mind-body/racism-is-a-public-health-

crisis?fbclid=IwAR IMtPwhvCLzoQ2tnsamDKMS81wp7v8FsaltF5QB3x7Lddw9ttCbmq
Ox 8

Pfeggerbaum, Betty, and Carol S. North. 2020. “Mental Health and the Covid-19
Pandemic.” The New England Journal of Medicine, April 13;
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2008017

Rajkumar, Ravi Philip. 2020. “COVID-19 and Mental Health: A Review of the Existing
Literature.” Asian Journal of Psychiatry 52; https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajp.2020.102066

Stress and Health Disparities Report. American Psychological Association.
https://www.apa.org/pi/health-disparities/resources/stress-report

Some readings on race, racism, anti-racism, and policing

Asch, Chris Myers and George D. Musgrove. 2017. Chocolate City: a History of Race
and Democracy in the Nation’s Capital. UNC Press.

Balto, Simon. 2019. Occupied Territory: Policing Black Chicago from Red Summer to
Black Power. UNC Press.

Browne, Simone. 2015. Dark Matters: On the Surveillance of Blackness. Duke
University Press.

Davis, Angela J, ed. 2018. Policing the Black Man. New York: Vintage Books.

DiAngelo, Robin. 2018. White Fragility. Boston: Beacon Press.
(For commentaries on and critiques of White Fragility see Lauren Michele
Jackson. 2019. “What’s Missing from ‘White Fragility.” Slate; and J.C.Pan. 2020.
“Why Diversity Training Isn’t Enough.” The New Republic. Jan.7).

DuBois, W.E.B. 1903. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

DuBois, W.E.B. 1920. “The Souls of White Folk.” In Darkwater. New Y ork.

Ellison, Ralph. 1952. Invisible Man. New York: Random House.

Fassin, Didier. 2013. Enforcing Order. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Hong, Cathy Park. 2020. Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning. New Y ork:
One World.

Hurston, Zora Neale. 1995 [1944]. “My Most Humiliating Jim Crow Experience.” In
Zora Neale Hurston: Folklore, Memoirs, and Other Writings. New York: New



York: Literary Classics of the United States, 935-936.

Jackson, John, Jr. 2001. Harlemworld: Doing Race and Class in Contemporary Black
America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Kendi, Ibram X. 2016. Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist
Ideas in America. Hachette.

Kendi, Ibram X. 2019. How to Be an Antiracist. New York: One World.

LePore, Jill. 2020. “The Riot Report.” The New Yorker, June 22: 24-29.

Mclntosh, Peggy. 2009 [1989]. “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.”

Oluo, [jeoma. 2019. So You Want to Talk about Race. New York: Seal Press.

Orr, Niela. 2020. “Long Time Woman.” The Believer.

Pierce, Rebecca. 2020. “Jews of Color and the Policing of White Space.” Jewish
Currents May 29.

Ritchie, Andrea. 2017. Invisible No More: Police Violence Against Black Women and
Women of Color. Boston: Beacon.

Robinson, Zandria Felice. 2020. “The B-Side of Blackness.” The Believer.

Suddler, Carl. 2019. Presumed Criminal: Black Youth and the Justice System in Postwar
New York. NYU Press.

Wells-Barnett, Ida. 1900. Mob Rule in New Orleans.

https://archive.org/stream/mobruleinneworle14976gut/14976.txt

Some readings on racism, prisons and incarceration

Michelle Alexander. 2010. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness. The New Press.

Chase, Robert. 2020. We Are Not Slaves. UNC Press.

Dennis Childs, Dennis. 2015. Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain
Gang to the Penitentiary. Minneapolis: Univ of Minnesota.

Davis, Angela. 2003. Are Prisons Obsolete? New York: Seven Stories, 2003.

Hinton, Elizabeth. 2016. From the War on Poverty to the War on Crime. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press.

Shannon, Speed. 2019. Incarcerated Stories. UNC Press.

Talitha L. LeFlouria, Talitha L. 2015. Chained in Silence: Black Women and Convict
Labor in the New South. Univ. of North Carolina.

Some Plays for These Times
Smith, Anna Deveare. 1994. Twilight: Los Angeles 1992.
Smith, Anna Deveare. 1992. Fires in the Mirror.

Some Films for these Times

Kassovitz, Mathieu. 1995. La Haine.

Lee, Spike. 1989. Do the Right Thing.

Lee, Spike. 2018. Black KkKlansman (Based on the 2014 book Black Klansman by Ron
Stallworth).

Peck, Raoul. 2016. I am Not Your Negro. (Based on the unfinished book Remember This
House, by James Baldwin).

Riley, Boots. 2018. Sorry to Bother You.

Soderbergh, Steven. 2011. Contagion.



