
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Greenberg Center at Trinity College Partners with The Official Royal House of Sori 
to Preserve Global Legacies and Cultural Histories 

Hartford, Conn. — November 2025 — The Greenberg Center for the Study of Religion in 
Public Life at Trinity College has announced a new partnership with The Official Royal 
House of Sori (TORHOS) and its affiliated nonprofit, the Root Nine Foundation and Institute 
(R9), led by Her Royal Highness Princess Karen Wright-Sori Brengettsy-Chatman. 

This collaboration seeks to advance historical scholarship, cultural preservation, and 
public education by uncovering and documenting the stories of Prince Abdulrahman 
Ibrahima ibn Sori and other lost, forgotten, or undiscovered civilizations and royal 
lineages spanning Africa, Southwest Asia, and North America. 

The partnership’s inaugural initiative, The Whispering Voices Project, will launch during the 
2025–2026 academic year. The project will identify, catalog, and digitize archival materials 
from across Connecticut related to Prince Abdulrahman, while also collecting oral 
histories from his descendants and other historically connected communities. The effort 
will serve as a model for future research initiatives exploring broader global histories of 
cultural continuity, religion, and leadership. 

Through this partnership, the Greenberg Center, TORHOS, and R9 will: 

• Promote academic and public understanding of African royal, diasporic, and cross-
cultural histories. 

• Support interdisciplinary research and global cultural exchange. 

• Encourage community engagement through lectures, exhibitions, and collaborative 
scholarship. 

“The Greenberg Center is honored to collaborate with Her Royal Highness Princess Karen 
Wright-Sori Brengettsy-Chatman and her team in this meaningful endeavor,” said Leslie 
Ribovich, Director of the Greenberg Center. “Together, we aim to illuminate histories that 
have shaped Connecticut history yet remain underrepresented in public 
consciousness. We are especially excited to give students the opportunity to participate in 
this research.” 

“Our shared mission is rooted in compassion, knowledge, and service,” said Her Royal 
Highness Princess Karen Wright-Sori Brengettsy-Chatman. “By preserving the legacy of 
Prince Abdulrahman and other forgotten cultures, we honor the resilience of the human 
spirit and strengthen the bridge between continents, cultures, and generations.” 



This partnership reflects the partners' ongoing dedication to historical inquiry, intercultural 
understanding, and the preservation of diverse narratives that deepen appreciation for 
humanity’s shared global heritage. 

 

About the Organizations 

The Greenberg Center for the Study of Religion in Public Life - The Leonard E. Greenberg 
Center for the Study of Religion in Public Life was established at Trinity College in 1996 to 
examine the influence of religion on politics, civic culture, family life, gender roles, and 
other issues in the United States and elsewhere in the world. 

The Official Royal House of Sori (TORHOS) - TORHOS is the sovereign body dedicated to 
preserving the royal lineage of Prince Abdul Rahman Ibrahima ibn Sori. It promotes African 
royal heritage, cultural diplomacy, and humanitarian initiatives rooted in historical truth 
and reconciliation. 

The Root Nine Foundation and Institute (R9) - R9 is a 501(c)(3) cultural and academic arm 
of TORHOS, committed to uncovering and preserving the hidden histories of African, 
African American, and other marginalized communities through research, education, and 
advocacy. 
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