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One of the most distinctive voices of the independent film movement of the last twenty-five
years, Mary Harron’s second film, in 2000, was American Psycho. The controversial Bret Easton
Ellis novel (1991) was considered untilmable because of the violent sexual fantasies of its first-
person narrator Patrick Bateman, but Harron’s film was widely hailed for handling the challenges
with empathy and aesthetic precision, and for Christian Bale’s complex and nuanced
performance as Bateman. In addition to nailing the tectonic cultural shifts of the 1980,
American Psycho’s status as a classic feminist cult film derives from its uncanny prescience with
regard to contemporary manifestations of violent and toxic masculinity.



