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Welcome Dr. Jacques Lesure!

The Center for Hartford Engagement and Research is excited to welcome Dr. Jacques
Lesure as the Senior Director of Academic Programs and a new faculty member in the
Educational Studies department. Professor Lesure will lead Community Learning
programs and faculty development initiatives.

Upcoming CHER-Related Events and Deadlines

» June 26th: Deadline for Community Learning Faculty Fellows (CLiFF) Interest
Form. Faculty across all ranks and disciplines are invited to complete a brief
interest form for the CLiFF program, which is being redesigned for 2026-2027. The
form can be found here.

» June 30th: Deadline for Liberal Arts Action Lab Faculty Fellow
Applications. Faculty are invited to apply for Fall 2026 projects related to
participatory budgeting, affordable housing, and the highway impacts and
neighborhood change project. Apply here.

» August 21st: Deadline for Community Partner Proposal Applications. The
Liberal Arts Action Lab is currently accepting project proposals from Hartford
community partners to be implemented during the 2027 calendar year. The
application and opportunities to join an informational session on proposing a
community-based research project can be found here.
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Trinfo: A Year of Records

The VITA Tax Clinic at Trinfo wrapped up
its most successful year yet. In partnership
with the United Way of Northeastern CT
and The Village for Families & Children,
the clinic provides free, IRS-certified tax
preparation for Hartford residents earning
$69,000 or less, people with disabilities,
and English language learners. This
season, students in Assistant Professor
Serena Laws' "Tax Policy and Inequality in
Hartford" course aimed to complete at
least 760 free returns — a new record.
The clinic, which began as a pilot program
in 2019, gives Trinity students the
opportunity to put tax policy into practice
while directly supporting Hartford
community members who might otherwise
incur costly tax preparation fees. Read the
full story here.

Beyond the VITA Tax Clinic, Trinfo has
seen record community engagement this
year, hosting several opportunities for
patrons of all ages. Middle and high
school students learned to make pizza at
Campus Pizza. Trinfo also collaborated
with South Park Inn to distribute care kits
to community members and partnered
with the Office of Community Service and
Civic Engagement to donate items from
the Coop to various organizations in
Hartford.

Reflections from Community Learning
By Chris Cervantes

Trinity student Chris Cervantes shares
how community engagement and his
community learning classes have shaped
his understanding of the difference
between assimilation and integration.

Through his community learning course,
AMST 349 “Global Migration and Refugee
Resettlement Lab,” students partnered
with various Hartford immigrant-centered
organizations, working alongside lawyers
on sensitive immigration cases or building
relationships with women to strengthen
English and financial literacy skills.

Chris also reflects on his internship at
Hartford Public Library’s English as a
Second Language (ESL) classes. He
found that community engagement builds
soft skills, mentorship opportunities, and
connections that no classroom can teach.

As a Trinity College student, former
Teaching Assistant, and past Community
Action Gateway student, Christ believes,
"We are all members of Hartford, so it is
our responsibility to give as much as we
take." Read more.

Trinity College Partnership Concludes
Another Successful Year

During the 2025-26 academic year, the
Trin-HMTCA Tutoring Program provided
academic support and enrichment
opportunities to more than 70 students.
Through bi-weekly tutoring sessions,
Trinity College student mentors worked
closely with HMTCA students to
strengthen academic skills, foster
confidence, and promote educational
success.

The semester ended with several
engaging activities that celebrated
students' accomplishments and the strong
relationships built throughout the year.
During the final week of programming,
students visited Trinfo's Community
Garden, where they joined Trinity's
Garden Groupies to plant pollinator-
friendly flowers, enjoy popsicles, and
learn about community-based
environmental conservation. They also
enjoyed a celebratory trip to Dave &
Buster's, where HMTCA students and
Trinity tutors gathered for dinner and
recreational activities in recognition of
their hard work and achievements.

An important part of the partnership
continues to be the collaboration with
Trinity College's Writing Center, which
now operates a satellite tutoring site at
HMTCA. This initiative provides students
with individualized writing support, helping
them develop critical communication skills
and strengthen their academic
performance across subject areas.

In addition to these programs, HMTCA
students continue to enroll in Trinity
College courses, make frequent visits to
Cinestudio, attend lectures, participate in
the new Learn-to-Skate program at the
Koeppel Community Sports Center, and
use Trinity's athletic facilities.

The continued success of the Trin-
HMTCA partnership reflects a shared
commitment to academic excellence,
mentorship, and meaningful community
engagement. We are grateful to the Trinity
College students, faculty, and staff whose
dedication has made this program a
valuable resource for HMTCA students.

See some reflections from our HMTCA

mentors here.

CHER Engagement Fellows Reflect on
Year in Hartford

CHER's Community Engagement
Fellows, Kimberely Tepan and Sofia
Salgado, reflect on a full year of bringing
Trinity students off campus and into
Hartford through their "Out and About"
programming.

The fall semester kicked off with big,
community-centered events, including
joining the annual Puerto Rican Day
Parade, attending a vibrant Dia de los
Muertos celebration at the Connecticut
Cultural Museum, and celebrating the
opening of Taza Cafe on Pratt Street, a
spot many students have since returned
to on their own.

In the spring, the fellows focused on
building stronger outreach and visibility for
CHER on campus, hosting a Peter B's
Open Tab during Common Hour to
connect with students and spread the
word about CHER's programs. The
semester closed with a very exciting night
out to Jazz Wednesdays at Black Eyed
Sally's, where students enjoyed live music
and southern cuisine.

Now in its second year, the CHER
Engagement Fellows program continues
to help students see Hartford as a city rich
in culture, history, and community. Read
their full reflection here.

Student Reflection: Islamophobia and
Lived Experiences in Partnership with
Muslim Justice Center

This past semester, Wadana Kakakhel ’27
joined the Liberal Arts Action Lab project
Islamophobia, Lived Experiences, and
Community Space in Greater Hartford,
partnering with the Muslim Justice Center
(MJC) to explore how Islamophobia
shapes the daily lives of Muslim residents
across the Greater Hartford area. Working
alongside fellow student researchers and
faculty from Trinity College and CT State
Capital College, the team used a mixed-
methods approach, including community
surveys, interviews, media analysis, and
policy review, to center the voices of
Hartford's Muslim community. The project
culminated in a public-facing website
sharing their research and
recommendations. Wadana says, “My
identity as a visibly identifiable Muslim
has traveled with me across continents,
and continues to shape my experiences in
both positive and negative ways. Joining
this project offered an opportunity to
engage with mosques in the Greater
Hartford area, Muslim community leaders,
and learn more about Muslim
representation within policies and media.”
Read the full reflection and explore the
team's findings.

Celebrating Community with the
Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Hip Hop
Festival and Samba Fest, Trinity
Film Festival

April was a busy time of year, filled with
community events nearly every weekend.
It began with the Annual Easter Egg Hunt,
held the day before Easter as a
collaboration between Trinity’s Annual
Community Event Staff (ACES) and the
Trinity College Chapel. Families from
across Hartford gathered on the Main
Quad and at the Chapel for an exciting
spring celebration. Children kicked off the
day with the big race down the Quad hill,
excited to find Easter eggs. For the rest of
the day, they made crafts, played games,
and enjoyed sweet treats and popcorn
from the machine.

Over the following weekends, we were
excited to host both Hartford-based hip-
hop artists and international performers
for the 20th Annual Hip Hop Festival. The
festival is organized by the Trinity Chapter
of The Temple of Hip Hop, which works to
bring together artists, students, and
community members from Hartford and
around the world. A highlight of this event
was the creation of a new permanent
mural by international graffiti artists at
Hartford’s Parkville Market.

At the end of the month, we continued our
tradition of Samba Fest, a full-day
celebration filled with music,
performances, and community-centered
fun with food trucks and tons of activities.

Senior Highlights: Congratulations,
CHER Seniors!

As Trinity College celebrates the Class of
2026, let's give a special shout-out to the
incredible CHER seniors! From leading
community-engaged research to building
deep partnerships across Hartford, CHER
Seniors have embodied the spirit of
1, l”i § [ collaboration, curiosity, and civic impact.
Their work has strengthened the bridge
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and future plans.
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