
I am comparative urbanist with a research focus on the historical, political and 
environmental geography of urban planning in Sub-Saharan Africa. Most of my career, I 
have focused on cities in Tanzania, Kenya and, to a lesser extent, Zambia. Since coming to 
Trinity in 2011, my comparative urban studies lens has widened geographically, to include 
cities in China, the US, and the Caribbean. Regarding the Caribbean: in my last 
book, Rethinking Urbanism (Bristol University Press, 2020), I had empirical material on Port 
of Spain, Trinidad and San Juan, Puerto Rico. In that book, and the one I am currently 
writing, Postcolonial Urban Studies (2025, Agenda Publishing), my conceptual framework 
is built around the writings of Édouard Glissant from Martinique, and this new book will 
have content on Fort-de-France as well as Kingston, Jamaica. 


