
 

“When we think of the Caribbean we have in mind a canvas larger than that usually found 
in the gallery of the colonial mind.  Certainly it includes the Antilles – Greater and Lesser 

– and the Guyanas.  These together form the heartland of the system, which it is our 

expressed purpose to change. But many times, the Caribbean also includes the literal that 

surrounds our [Caribbean] sea.  Admittedly, it is an extensive shore.  And the contours, 

which may be taken to mark it off, are still – to an uncomfortable degree – a matter of 

personal taste.  Yet our choice of boundaries is not, for that fact, baseless.  For what we are 

trying to encompass within our scheme is the cultural, social, political and economic 

foundations of the “sugar plantation” variant of the colonial mind.  Hence, we sometimes 
include Carolina, and Caracas with Kingston and Chacachacare, Corentyne and Camagüey; 

Recife with Paramaribo, Port of Spain and Pointe-a-Pitre; and British Honduras (Belize).” 
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