
F R O M  T H E  L O N G  W A L K  T O  T H E  L I M E L I G H T :
A  5 0  R E U N I O N  C R E A T I V E  P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O NT H

A N D Y  B A S S F O R D  ’ 7 6
A week af ter  his graduat ion f rom Tr in i ty Col lege in 1976, Andy jo ined his f i rst  reggae band,
Hart ford 's Mighty Ventur ians.  In the f i f ty years s ince, he has recorded and/or performed with
near ly every important Jamaican art ist  and music ian of  the c lassic era and recorded over 3000
songs, including three Grammy-winning and one diamond (10x plat inum) sel l ing album,
Rihanna's "A Gir l  L ike Me." He current ly l ives in the Bronx and st i l l  performs, records,  and
teaches regular ly.  To learn more, v is i t  www.andybassford.com.

J A M E S  F U R L O N G  ’ 7 6
Jim started as a stage manager and assistant director,  working for Harold Pr ince, Joseph
Papp, Des McAnuff ,  and Bever ly Si l ls .  He staged revivals of  La Boheme  and Rigolet to  at  the
New York Ci ty Opera and worked on the direct ing staf fs of  several  major opera houses across
the country.  Since 1994, he's served as Director of  Arts for  the Hudson Gui ld where he's
produced over 80 theatre product ions,  600 dance and music concerts,  and 300 gal lery exhibi ts,
br inging performing and visual  ar ts exper iences to underserved indiv iduals in publ ic housing
developments in New York Ci ty.

N A N C Y  M O T L E Y  W A L T O N  ’ 7 6
Having never taken much art  at  Tr in i ty,  she started working in the decorat ive arts in oi ls in her
ear ly th i r t ies and moved into watercolor in her late th i r t ies,  being drawn to i t  by i ts
transparency, f lu id i ty and beaut i fu l  fusing of  colors,  at t r ibutes that cont inue to chal lenge and
del ight  her.  She is now an art ist  in Boston and throughout New England. Nancy is President of
the New England Watercolor Society ( through March 2027),  former President of  the Needham
Art Associat ion,  and a watercolor instructor for  the past 26 years or so.  She l ives in Needham
with her husband and their  two dogs. To learn more, v is i t  www.nancywalton.com.

J A M E S  P E R E Z - G I L L E S P I E  ’ 7 6
After graduat ing f rom Tr in i ty,  J im earned his M.S. f rom the Newhouse School  of  Publ ic
Communicat ions at  Syracuse Universi ty.  From there,  he went to NY where he spent a dozen
years at  NBC, pr imari ly in the Network Advert is ing & Promot ion Dept.  There he managed al l
aspects of  introducing that network’s programming to America f rom sunup through late night,
including the famous Thursday night l ine-up of  "Must See TV" of  THE COSBY SHOW ,  FAMILY
TIES ,  CHEERS ,  NIGHT COURT ,  and HILL STREET BLUES .  Af ter  that ,  he moved to Los
Angeles where he served as a development execut ive and producer of  count less tv ser ies for
broadcast,  cable,  and syndicated tv.  He current ly is the President of  PGKW Holdings, LLC,
based in Las Vegas.

M O D E R A T E D  B Y
T O M  S A N T O P I E T R O  ’ 7 6

Tom Santopieto is the author of  ten books, including the nat ional  best  sel ler  The Sound of
Music Story and the  New York Times  Edi tor 's Choice Consider ing Doris Day .  For the past th i r ty
years he has managed over th i r ty Broadway shows including Wicked ,  Phantom of the Opera ,
and Ragt ime .  A graduate of  the Universi ty of  Connect icut  School  of  Law, Tom and the American
Bar Associat ion are equal ly happy that he is not pract ic ing law.   

http://www.andybassford.com/
http://www.nancywalton.com/
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