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Frances Raday
Director of Concord Research Institute for  
Integration of International Law in Israel, at  
Colman, College of Management Academic 
Studies; Professor of Law: Elias Lieberman 
Chair in Labor Law, Hebrew University of  
Jerusalem; Visiting Professor, University  
College London; Chair of the Israeli Association 
of Feminist and Gender Studies. Past appoint-
ments include: Expert Member, UN Committee 
for the Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women; Chief Editor, Israeli Law Review; Chair, 
Lafer Center for Women’s Studies, Hebrew  
University of Jerusalem. Human rights activities 
include: Founding Chair, Israel Women’s 
Network Legal Center; Counsel in numerous 
precedent-setting human rights cases, before 
the Supreme Court, including cases to combat 
discrimination against women.

Silvia Sansonetti 
Silvia Sansonetti (Ph.D. in Socio-Economic  
and Statistical Studies) is a Researcher at the 
University of Rome ‘La Sapienza’. Since 2005 
she has been the scientific director of  the  
‘Observatory on Secularization’ project spon-
sored by the  Critica Liberale Foundation and 
CGIL (the biggest Italian Trade Union). 
 Silvia is a member of  the European Evalu-
ation Society, the European Sociological Asso-
ciation, and l’Associazione Italiana di Sociologia 
the Società Italiana di Statistica.  

Manar El Shorbagy
Senior Consultant, The Arab Center for Devel-
opment and Future Studies.  She also teaches 
in the Political Science Department, The Ameri-
can University in Cairo.
 A Specialist on American Politics and  
Government, Manar has published several 
books, the latest of which is on the U.S. 
Presidential Elections appeared in Arabic in 
2004. Her articles have appeared in Egyptian, 

Arab and international journals, the latest of 
which appeared in the Arab Studies Quarterly 
(Winter 2007). She also writes commentaries 
in Egyptian and Arab newspapers, as well as 
appearing frequently on Egyptian and Arab 
media, including Al Jazeerah and Al Arabeyya 
analyzing events.

Mark Silk
Director of the Leonard E. Greenberg Center  
for the Study of Religion in Public Life and  
Professor of Religion in Public Life at Trinity  
College in Hartford, Connecticut.
 Professor Silk has B.A. from Harvard  
College and Ph.D. in medieval history from 
Harvard University. He was former editor of 
the Boston Review and journalist at the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution. In 1998 he became  
founding editor of Religion in the News, a  
magazine published by the Greenberg Center 
that examines how the news media handle reli-
gious subject matter. Professor Silk is co-editor 
of Religion by Region, an eight-volume series 
on religion and public life in the United States. 

Binnaz Toprak
Professor, and Chair of the Department of  
Political Science and International Relations, 
Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey.  
 She has written extensively, both in Turkish 
and English, on political Islam in Turkey.  Her 
works include, Islam and Political Development 
in Turkey, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1981, and two 
recent articles, “Islam and Democracy in Tur-
key”, Turkish Studies, Vol. 6, No.2, June 2005, 
167-186, and “Economic Development versus 
Cultural Transformation: Projects of Modernity  
in Japan and Turkey” New Perspectives on  
Turkey,  No. 35, Fall, 2006, 85-128. She has 
also jointly conducted three recent research 
projects based on survey research that probed 
into the attitudes of the Turkish public towards 
Islam, secularism, and women. 
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Kada Akacem
Professor of Economics at the University of 
Algiers and president of the Scientific Council of 
the Faculty of Economic Sciences. He previous-
ly served as Dean of the Economics Institute, 
Chief Advisor to the President, at University of 
Algiers; and has taught at King Saud University, 
Riyadh. He received his Maîtrise in Economics 
from the University of Paris, Sorbonne and MA 
and Ph.D. in Economics from the University of  
Colorado, Boulder. 

Asher Arian
Distinguished Professor of Comparative Politics, 
City University of New York Graduate School 
Program in Political Science and Professor 
of Political Science at the University of Haifa.  
Senior Fellow, The Israel Democracy Institute, 
Jerusalem, Israel where he is Scientific Director 
of the Guttman Center of Applied Social Re-
search and has been active in developing the 
Auditing Israeli Democracy Project and the  
Israel National Elections Project. President of 
the Israel Association of Political Science; Direc-
tor of the National Security Policy and Public  
Opinion Project at the Jaffee Center for Strategic 
Studies at Tel Aviv University. 

Boutheina Cheriet
Professor in Comparative Education, and 
Research Methodology, University of Algiers. 
Former Deputy Minister in Charge of the Family 
& Women’s Affairs, Democratic and Popular 
Republic of Algeria.
 Diploma in Education and Ph.D in Com-
parative Education, London University Institute 
of Education, Licence (BA) in English Language 
and Literature, University of Algiers. She has 
previously taught in Turkey, Yemen and the 
U.S. Her teaching and scholarship focuses on 
women’s education as well as gender, citizen-
ship and cultural representations in contempo-
rary Arab societies.

N.J. Demareth III  
Emile Durkheim Distinguished Professor of 
Sociology at the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. Jay has served as President of the 
Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, 
the Eastern Sociological Association, and the 
Association for the Sociology of religion. He is 
a member of the ISSSC International Advisory 
Board and the author of Crossing the Gods: 
World Religions and Worldly Politics (Rutgers, 
2001).

Sadiye Mine Eder
Professor at the Department of Political Science 
and International Relations at Bogazici Univer-
sity, Istanbul, Turkey. Mine Eder received her 
PhD. at the University of Virginia where she 
specialized in the political economy of late-in-
dustrializing countries. She is the co-author of 
Political economy of Regional Cooperation in 
the Middle East (Routledge, 1998).  She is  
currently a Visiting Professor on sabbatical at 
Yale University (2006-2007) where she is teach-
ing about political economy of Turkey and the 
Middle East while completing her manuscript on 
informal markets and the state in Turkey.

Hugo Estrella
Co-Transnational Director, Center for Inquiry/
Transnational,  Executive Committee and  
Council Member of INES (International Network 
of Engineers and Scientists for Global Respon-
sibility). Member of the Permanent Working 
Party of the European Network of Peace and 
Human Rights Organizations. Former Secretary 
General, South American Peace Research 
Institute, Universidad Nacional de Cordoba, 
Argentina.

Adrienne Fulco
Associate Professor and Director of the Public 
Policy and Law Program at Trinity College. She 
teaches courses that focus on the intersection of 
law, politics, and public policy. Her most recent 
publications which focus on the role of the courts 
in shaping public discourse have appeared in 
the Journal of Church and State and Historiciz-
ing Tradition in the Study of Religion.
 Professor Fulco received her B.A. from 
Boston University and her Ph.D. from the 
Graduate Center of the City University of New 
York.

Camille Froidevaux-Metterie
Maître de conférences en science politique (As-
sociate Professor of Political Science) at  
Universite Paris II Pantheon-Assas. Graduate 
of the Institute of Political Studies, Paris and 
doctorate in political science of EHESS. 
 Her main field of research is the Ameri-
can Right and her recent publications include: 
“L’Etat, le droit et la religion dans la société 
américaine”, in Le droit dans la culture améri-
caine, P. Raynaud, E. Zoller (dir.), Editions 
Panthéon Assas, 2002; “Le puritain n’est pas 
républicain”, in Raisons politiques, Le moment 
tocquevillien, n° 1 (nouvelle série), fév. 2001.

Rafael Gallego Sevilla
Professor of Engineering at the University  
of Granada, Spain. He is Member of the 
Executive Committee of Europa Laica, as the 
representative of Andalucia.
 During a two-year post-doctoral stay in 
U.S.A. (Brown University) at the beginning of 
the 1990s he came into contact with the Ameri-
can secular movement. Years later he joined the 
recently formed secular organization in Spain 
called Europa Laica and since then has actively 
participated. He helped to launch the local as-
sociation Granada Laica, which is battling for 
the separation of church(es) and state locally. 

Emilio Gentile
Emilio Gentile is Professor of Political Science 
at the University of Rome La Sapienza and 
Principal Lecturer in History at the Trinity Rome 
Campus. He is a distinguished historian of 
fascism, best known for his interpretation of 
fascism as a “political religion.” He is the author 
of several books, including The Sacralization 
of Politics in Fascist Italy (Harvard University 
Press), The Struggle for Modernity: National-
ism, Futurism, and Fascism (Praeger). In 2003 
he was awarded the Hans Sigrist Prize by the 
University of Bern for his studies on political 
religions. 

Ariela Keysar 
Associate Research Professor in Public Policy 
and Law and the Associate Director of the Insti-
tute for the Study of Secularism in Society and 
Culture at Trinity College in Hartford Connecti-
cut. She was the study director of the American 
Religious Identification Survey 2001. Professor 
Keysar is co-author of Religion in a Free Market 
(Paramount Market Publications, 2006), and  
co-editor of Secularism & Secularity: Contempo-
rary International Perspectives (2007).

Barry A. Kosmin 
Research Professor in Public Policy and Law 
and founding Director of the Institute for the 
Study of Secularism in Society and Culture at 
Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut. He 
was Principal Investigator of the City Univer-
sity of New York Graduate Center’s American 
Religious Identity Survey 2001 and the National 
Survey of Religious Identification 1990. He is 
co-author of Religion in a Free Market and One 
Nation under God: Religion in Contemporary 
American Culture (Harmony, 1993).

Hassan Krayem
Policy Specialist and Governance Programme 
Manager, UNDP, Lebanon. His portfolio includes 
managing projects for the Lebanese government, 
Lebanese municipalities and NGOs on financial, 
economic, political and administrative reforms as 
well as regional and local development. 
 Lecturer at the Political Studies and Public 
Administration Department, American University 
of Beirut 1999-2007. Dr Krayem has an MA and 
a PhD from University of Southern California with 
a specialty in Arab politics.

Lina Molokotos-Liederman
Research Affiliate, Project ‘Education and 
Religion in Europe’, Groupe de Sociologie des 
Religions et de la Laïcité (GSRL/CNRS), Paris, 
France. Laboratoire de Recherche Sociale et 
Politique Appliquée (RESOP), University of Ge-
neva, Switzerland. Associate Editor, Sociology 
of Religion: A Quarterly Review. She received 
her doctorate in Sociology of Religion from 
the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris, 
France in 2000. 

Christopher Nadon
Associate Professor of Government, Claremont 
McKenna College in Claremont, California, 
where he teaches political philosophy.  He has 
previously taught at the University of Kiev-Mo-
hyla Academy, and at Trinity College in Hartford.  
Professor Nadon received his B.A. and Ph.D. 
from the University of Chicago. He has written 
on classical republicanism as well as on religion 
in Early Modern political thought.  He has  
recently translated Daniel Tanguay’s Leo 
Strauss: an Intellectual Biography.  

Frank Pasquale
Research Associate with the Institute for the 
Study of Secularism in Society and Culture 
since 2005. He  earned his doctorate in cultural 
anthropology (Northwestern University), and 
masters degrees in cultural anthropology  
(Northwestern University) and experimental 
social psychology (Western Washington 
University). He was a Research Fellow at the 
East-West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, working on 
cultural patterning of communication in Chinese, 
Japanese, and U. S. American cultures. He is 
currently engaged in a research project on the 
worldviews, personal behavior, and organiza-
tional life of the “nonreligious” in the American 
Northwest and the United States.  


