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First-Year Seminar 233






Wed & Fri 2:40-3:55

Modern Classical Liberalism

Instructor 





                      Mentor
William N. Butos          




          Jennifer Bertolon

311 Williams Memorial







W&F 11-12:30; & by appointment 

               

297-2448







Course Description

This Seminar will study the modern evolution of classical liberalism – a body of ideas emphasizing individual rights, private property, limited government, and free markets – with special emphasis on its 20th century forms, including libertarianism. What arguments does classical liberalism use to support its views of the social realm, of the individuals within it, and of the legitimate role of the State? How have such views been expressed in literature and film? And how does classical liberalism stand up to rival ideologies? 

We will examine the intellectual foundations of classical liberalism as expressed in the work of 18th and 19th century philosophers, political theorists, and economists, such as John Locke, David Hume, Adam Smith, and John Stuart Mill.  Most of our attention, however, will be directed at a critical analysis of classical liberal thought and expression as it has evolved during the 20th Century. The Seminar will analyze classical liberalism’s positive program for reform and its critique of other social systems.   Through oral presentations, including formal class debates, students will have the opportunity to study various contemporary issues, such as post-9/11 civil liberties, affirmative action, and environmentalism.  The Seminar will study "texts" from fiction (e.g., Ayn Rand, George Orwell, and Robert Heinlen), film (1984) and non-fiction (works by F.A.Hayek, Murray Rothbard, Milton Friedman, Robert Higgs, and others).

Goals of the Seminar

Although each student may have different goals for FYS 233, it is likely that everyone shares certain goals in common.  To a large extent, the attainment of these individual and shared goals depends on each student’s performance in the course.  The instructor’s goals for the course, which surely intersect to some extent with those of each student, are to ensure, first, that the academic content of the course provides a stimulating and challenging experience for the class, second, that students improve on their writing, researching and oral communications skills, and finally, that the class maintains an environment for critical discourse based on a candid exchange of informed ideas and tolerance for the views of others.

Assignments and Grading
1. This is a writing- and thinking-intensive course.  Therefore, in addition to the required readings (see Course Outline and Readings below), you will also submit several short writing assignments (about 1-3 pages) on a regular basis and two longer research papers of about 5-8 pages that involve a “peer review” process.  Each student will also make an oral presentation and participate in a class debate (see below).   

2. Because class participation is crucial to the Seminar, you are expected to come to class having read or viewed required readings or films/videos.  Students are expected to freely participate in the give and take of critical analysis and discussion.  Reading assignments other than those contained in the texts will be made available on “Blackboard.”  

3. The submission of assignments after the deadline is not acceptable; late assignments will incur a penalty of 20 points per day.

4. Attendance is mandatory at all regularly scheduled classes, including Library and Writing workshops.  Excused absences apply only to documented medical and family problems.  If you miss a class, a note (either email or hardcopy) explaining the absence is required.

5. Course grades will be assigned on the basis of writing assignments and class participation.

Papers
General Guidelines

All writing assignments, drafts, and papers, including those submitted to peer reviewers, Jennifer, and the instructor, must be typed, double spaced, spell-checked, and edited for grammar, style, clarity, and organization.  Standard conventions for citations, references, margins, and font size are to be followed.  Your name, course, date, and the title and number of the assignment must be indicated on a cover page for all submissions (including drafts).

You are required to maintain papers (including all drafts, reviewers’ comments, and submitted manuscripts) in designated folders.  These materials constitute your FYS Writing Portfolio Folder (WPF), which is to be submitted at the end of the semester (Tues 12/14) in its entirety.   This WPF is to be organized as follows:

1. A sub-folder containing short papers arranged in sequence (SP #1, SP #2, etc.)

2. A sub-folder for each longer paper

Each longer paper should have its own file folder containing all drafts, all peer reviewers comments, Jennifer’s comments, and the submitted manuscript). This folder comprises the “final submission” that will be graded by the instructor.  All of these materials will be returned to students at the end of the semester.

Longer Papers

The two longer papers are research papers requiring the statement of a thesis (or hypothesis) and its critical analysis based on arguments and evidence.  By the end of the semester you will have developed the requisite skills to undertake and complete quality research papers.  To assist students in achieving these objectives, the following have been scheduled:

* Jennifer will conduct a Library Tour on Friday 9/10

* Ms. Lorraine Huddy, Trinity College Reference Librarian and Electronic 

   Resources Coordinator, will conduct sessions on using library resources on  

   9/17, 10/1, and 10/13.

* Prof. Cynthia Butos, instructor in the Writing Center, will hold a workshop on 

   “Constructing Arguments and Using Sources” on Friday 10/8.  

It is emphasized that these five sessions are integral to the FYS and are considered regular class meetings.  Attendance is required.  We shall also devote ample class time to discussing papers and learning appropriate bibliographic and citation procedures.  

Peer Reviewing & Revising

Students are advised to frequent the Writing Center.  Trained tutors are available to help students understand the principles and mechanics of effective writing.

For the longer papers, we shall employ a “peer review” process.  Each student will be part of a three or four person peer review group that will exchange paper drafts and comments.  Jennifer will be a reviewer for each student.  In class we will discuss what it means to be a “reviewer.”  The value of this arrangement vitally depends on all members of the group discharging their peer review responsibilities in a serious and timely fashion (see “Daily Grid” for timing & scheduling).  The comments of peer reviewers are considered an integral part of the writing process; these comments must be included in the folders to which they apply at the time of submission.  Peer review comments will be evaluated and graded.

The Daily Grid provides the timing and deadlines for the peer review and revision process.  The steps in this process are:

1. Author submits thesis statement to Prof. Butos & Jennifer for approval

2. Author produces an edited 1st draft which is peer reviewed by members of the peer review group

3. Author revises 1st draft

4. Author submits 2nd draft to Jennifer for review

5. Jennifer gives Prof. Butos reviewed 2nd draft for further comment

6. Author revises 2nd draft

7. Author submits 3rd draft for grading

Shorter Papers

Shorter papers will ordinarily require students to analyze or comment on specific questions raised by the required readings.  These papers will often provide the basis for class discussion.  Note that length limits will be strictly enforced.  

Evaluating Papers

All papers, whether short or long, will be evaluated on their effectiveness in organizing arguments and presenting them coherently and clearly.  No distinction will be drawn between “form” and “content.”  Papers are expected to contain no spelling errors and to have been carefully edited for grammar, clarity, coherence, and organization.

Submitting Papers

As noted on the “Daily Grid,” final drafts of longer papers must be submitted as hardcopy in class and also via email.  Shorter papers are always due in class and only in hardcopy.  

Oral Presentations
Debate teams

During mid-November, the class will organize itself into debating teams.  In consultation with the instructor and Jennifer, each set of teams will decide on the topic they wish to debate.  The debates constitute the oral (or public) form of a team research project.  On the day of the debate, each team will distribute to the class a detailed outline and summary of their arguments, including a bibliography of sources consulted.

Class Presentations on Hayek, Rand, Heinlen, and Niven

Each student is asked to read one of the books listed below prior to the start of the fall semester.  A sub-set of the class will be asked to prepare an oral presentation that critically reviews one of the books the student has chosen as “summer reading.”

The Road to Serfdom by F.A. Hayek 

The Fountainhead  or  Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand 

The Moon is a Harsh Mistress or Farham’s Freehold by Robert Heinlern 

Lucifer’s Hammer by Larry Niven

Research Paper Presentations

During the last two class sessions, a second sub-set of the class will give an oral presentation based ontheir second longer research papers.
Course Outline and Readings

Required Texts

David Boaz, Libertarianism: A Primer (1997) [Boaz] 

David Boaz, The Libertarian Reader (1997) [LR]

Week 1

W  9/8
Administration

           
Section 1: What is Classical Liberalism?


Boaz, Ch 1

F  9/10     Library Session I: Mentor Tour of Library
Add/Drop Ends 9/13 

Week 2  

W  9/15    Boaz, Ch 2

   LR: Friedman, “Relation Between Economic & Political Freedom” (pp. 292-303)

   Short Paper (SP)  #1 due

F  9/17    Library Session II: Evaluating Websites
Week 3  

W  9/22  Orwell, 1984; BBQ & Film (1984), 5-8 pm
                SP # 2 due


F  9/24    Section 2: Rise of Political & Economic Liberalism

   LR: “Individual Rights” (pp. 117-20)


         Locke, “Toleration” (pp. 53-7); “Second Treatise of Government” (pp. 123-34)


         Hume, “Justice and Property” (pp. 135-39)


         Mill, “On Liberty”(pp. 25-8, 96-104)


  SP # 3 due

Week 4
W 9/29   LR: Wollstonecraft, “Rights of Women” (pp. 62-4)


      “Spontaneous Order” (pp. 204-5)


      Hayek, “Made and Spontaneous Order (pp.233-43)

                SP # 4 due 

F  10/1    Library Session III: Database Research

  LP # 1 Assignments Distributed

Week 5

W  10/6  LR: “Free Markets & Voluntary Order” (pp. 249-52)


         Adam Smith, “Wealth of Nations” (pp. 253-64)


         Bastiat, “What is Seen and Not Seen” (pp. 265-73)


  SP # 5 due    

  Longer Paper (LP) #1: proposal due in class & via email to Prof. Butos and Jennifer

F  10/8   Guest Speaker: Prof. Cynthia Butos, “Constructing Arguments & Using Sources” 


  LP #1 Proposals Returned

Week 6

Trinity Days 10/11-12 (No Classes)

W  10/13   Library Session IV: Research Lab

F   10/15   Section 3: Decline of Classical Liberalism and the Rise of Socialism & Totalitarianism

    LR: “Eclipse of Liberalism” (pp. 324-6) 


    Conquest, Reflections on a Ravaged Century (2000), Ch. VI (“Into the Soviet Morass”)


    Pipes, Prosperity and Freedom (1999), “Property in the 20th Century” (pp. 209-25)


   SP # 6 due

   Formation of debate teams

    
   LP # 1: 1st draft to peer reviewers; returned to authors by 8pm Sun 10/17

   LP # 1: 2nd draft due to Jennifer Tues 10/19 by 7pm

Family Weekend 10/15-17

Week 7

W  10/20  LR: Mises, “Socialism and Interventionism” (pp. 274-85)
   

    Higgs (1987), Crisis & Leviathan, Ch. 1,8, 9 (“Sources of Big Government,” “The Great 

Depression,” and “The Political Economy of War”)

LP #1: Jennifer gives commented drafts to Prof. Butos Thurs evening 10/21 & Fri morning   

            10/22

F   10/22   Higgs (cont’d)

   
    Discussion of The Commanding Heights, Part I: “The Battle for Ideas”

   LP # 1: Prof. Butos returns 2nd draft to authors in class

   Proposals for debate topics due

Week 8

W  10/27   Section 4: Post-WW II Reemergence of Classical Liberalism
    Boaz, Chs. 3-7       

    Oral Presentations on Hayek, The Road to Serfdom (1944)

    LP # 1: 3rd (submission) draft due in class & via email to Prof. Butos and Jennifer


    Debate topics finalized

F  10/29    LR: Ayn Rand, “Playboy Interview” (pp. 161-8)


    LR: Uly and Rasmussen, “Ayn Rand on Rights and Capitalism” (pp.168-80)


    Oral Presentations on Rand, The Fountainhead (1943) 


    Oral Presentations on Heinlen, book TBA 


    SP # 7 due

    LP # 2: Assignments Distributed

Week 9

W 11/3
    Section 5: Modern Classical Liberalism: Economic, Political, & Social Issues

    Boaz, Chs. 8-11

    LR: Hayek, “The Market Order” (pp. 303-12)


    LR: Rothbard, “The State” (pp. 36-41

F  11/5      Kirzner, How Markets Work (1997), Ch. IV “The Theory of Entrepreneurial Discovery” 

           (pp. 31-49 & 71-5), photocopy.

    Discussion of The Commanding Heights, Part II, “Reform”

    SP # 8 due

    LP # 2 Proposals Due in Class and via email to Prof. Butos & Jennifer

    LP #2 Proposals returned via email by Sun 11/7 noon

Advance Registration for Spring Term 11/8-15

Week 10

W 11/10    Class Debate: Teams 1 & 2 (topic TBA)


F  11/12     Class Debate: Teams 3 & 4 (topic TBA)

Week 11

W  11/17   Class Debate: Teams 5 & 6 (topic TBA)

     LP # 2: 1st draft to peer reviewers

F  11/19    Class Debate: Teams 7 & 8  (topic TBA)   

    LP # 2: peer reviewers return drafts to authors

Thanskgiving Break 11/24-26

Week 12

W  12/1    Section 6: Future of Classical Liberalism
   LP # 2: 2nd draft due to Jennifer by 7pm Tues 11/30

   LP # 2: Jennifer gives commented drafts to Prof. Butos Thurs evening 12/2 & Fri morning 

                12/3

F  12/3     Guest Lecturer: Dr. Thomas J. McQuade, “The Stability of the Classical Liberal State” 

   LP # 2: drafts returned to authors in class

Week 13
W  12/8
   LP # 2 Oral Presentations

F  12/10   LP # 2 Oral presentations   

T 12/14   LP # 2: 3rd (submission) drafts in hardcopy and via email and FYS Writing Portfolio Folder 

   due at WM 311 by noon
Final Exam Period 12/15-21

