
the questions

2

the college

8

the city

28

the world

34

the future

40

t r i n i t y  c o l l e g e  p r o s p e c t u s

For information on admissions, financial aid, and visiting Trinity, please see pages 45 to 48.



2

the questions

A liberal arts education is about asking and answering questions. Through this

process, you learn to analyze and reason, argue and persuade. At Trinity, it starts

with a class like the first-year seminar, where a small group of students and a 

faculty member explore a topic through critical reading and discussion, analysis,

and writing. In your seminar, you’ll find a supportive atmosphere and challenging

questions. It’s a true shared introduction to intellectual life at Trinity and an

important way to meet other students and make friends — you all live in the same

residence hall, together with a student mentor, and your professor is your adviser.
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What does it mean 

to “have” or “be” a self?

“Seeing Through the Self”

Fred Pfeil, Professor of English

How are exotic species 
of plants and animals 
threatening biodiversity?

“Alien Invasions”

Craig Schneider, Charles A. Dana

Professor of Biology

To what extent does the
modern Olympic Movement
derive from myths about
ancient Greek athletics?

“Body Politics: The Power of Ancient

Greek Athletics”

Sarah E. Harrell, Assistant Professor

of Classics

What does “political 
violence” mean? 
When is it justified?

“Political Violence in Modern Society”

Clyde McKee, Professor of Political

Science How do adolescents
respond differently from
adults in the face of 
peer pressure and media
pressure?

“The Pursuit of Cool: Peer Pressure,

Conformity, and the Media”

Claire Wiseman, Assistant Professor of

Psychology

What is the nature of the
mind? Is it a mere physical
object, subject to the same 
natural laws as other material
things?

“God, Man, and World: Philosophical

Investigations”

Todd Ryan, Assistant Professor of

Philosophy
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our first-year seminar —

or a similar setting if you

participate in a special

first-year academic 

program — is where you truly become a 

college student. Trinity offers more than

30 of these wide-ranging seminars each

year, so you can choose a topic that

sparks your interest. In this small group

of 12 to 15 students, you express and

defend your ideas, and you respect and

respond to the opinions of others. You

learn to think critically so that you can

Y

Star ting Out Together

Trinity’s first-year program is designed to help students make the most of Trinity 

right from the start. It combines academics, skills support, residential and social life, 

and advising and mentoring to make you feel comfortable diving right in.

get below the surface of an idea, and 

you write frequently so that expository

composition comes naturally.

A network of support

Trinity’s living and learning experience

also begins with the seminar. Students in

a seminar live in the same residence hall,

together with an upper-class student

mentor who also participates in the class.

Your mentor is there to help you with

questions, writing issues, or computer

glitches and introduces you to life at
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First-year mentors
These juniors and seniors help first-year students with the transition to

college life. Your mentor will assist in your first-year seminar, live in

your residence hall, answer questions about academics, introduce you

to Hartford — and order pizza during evening study sessions.

Trinity and in the Hartford community.

Mentors can also refer you to College

resources such as the Writing Center or

Math Center. They make it easy for you

to find what you need to feel at home.

While in four years you are likely to

make friends from all over campus, your

first-year seminar gives you a good place

to start building connections. In the 

liberal arts, students generally sample

different academic disciplines before they

declare a major, often not until the end

of sophomore year, so the professor 

who teaches your seminar remains your

adviser until you select your major.

Exploring the liberal arts

You will also explore the breadth of

the liberal arts in other ways during your

first year. Trinity’s General Education

requirements ensure that you sample all

areas of the curriculum and demonstrate

proficiency in writing and mathematical

concepts, which you can accomplish

through testing or courses. This is more

than a way to ensure that you have a

broad education — it is a way to discover

new subjects and develop interests you

might never have found otherwise.

Special programs
All of Trinity’s special first-year curricular
programs are interdisciplinary, focused
ways to explore subject matter deeply and
critically. These are not majors or minors,
but rather organized sequences of courses
and activities. All of them extend into the
sophomore year or beyond. These pro-
grams are open by invitation to entering
first-year students who are exceptionally
capable, motivated, and intellectually 
curious.

The Guided Studies Program:
European Civilization offers a compre-
hensive examination of Western civilization
through the integrated study of European
history, literature, and thought from 
classical antiquity through the present. 

By examining modes of Western culture 
in their historical setting, students develop
a context in which to make informed 
judgments about contemporary dilemmas
and conflicting values.

The Interdisciplinary Science 
Program looks at science through the
combined perspectives of biology, 
chemistry, computer science, engineering,
mathematics, and physics in order to 
provide a broad understanding of the
nature of scientific inquiry. The opportunity
for students to work directly with faculty 
on research projects actively fosters their
scientific interests.

The InterArts Program helps students
develop their artistic skills and explore 
contemporary issues in the arts through

work in the visual and studio arts, theater
and dance, music, and creative writing.
Participants seek to answer such questions
as: Does art have a purpose? Do artists
have responsibility to society? What are the
roots of artistic creation?

The Cities Program studies urban 
centers in the United States, Europe, and
the developing world through an interdisci-
plinary sequence of humanities and social
science courses, including history, architec-
tural history, anthropology, economics, and
literary and cultural studies. Students come
to understand the paradox that defines
cities, which often combine the best and
worst of the human condition.

Most entering Trinity students enroll in first-year seminars. Some particularly well-qualified entrants are invited to participate 
in special programs that take the place of the first-year seminar. Whether you’re in a first-year seminar or a special program, 
you gain the experience of a focused, small-group class with a faculty adviser and student mentor.

Small-group learning
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P ortrait of a 

F irst-Year S eminar

Title:

“Life, Death, and the Constitution”

Description:

This seminar explored how and why

the courts have become principal 

policy making institutions in matters 

of life and death. Specific topics

included abortion, the right to die,

assisted reproduction, human cloning,

and the death penalty.

Faculty:

Adrienne Fulco, Associate Professor 

of Legal and Policy Studies

Students:

13 students from Trinity’s Class 

of 2005, represented here by three 

of its members — Sarah Bevelaqua 

of Groveland, Massachusetts; Kristin

Faucette of Potomac, Maryland; 

and Greg Morin of Concord, 

New Hampshire.
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Why did you choose this seminar out of

the 30 or so Trinity offers?

Sarah: I come from a very homogeneous

community, and I wanted to learn how to see

things from different perspectives than the one

I was used to.

Kristin: My dad’s a lawyer, and he’s very pas-

sionate about constitutional issues. I realized 

I’d never discussed these topics with him or

debated them in my high school.

Greg: I’ve always been interested in these

issues, and I was pretty vocal about them in

high school, but I realize now that I didn’t know

what I was talking about! The seminar exposed

me to different perspectives and helped me sup-

port mine much more strongly.

What was it like during the first few

classes? How did you get started?

Kristin: Professor Fulco sent us articles to read

before we got to Trinity, so we were all ready

to jump right in and start discussing them.

Because we were supporting our points of view

from the reading, our disagreements didn’t feel

personal.

Greg: Since we were all living in the same

dorm, we carried our conversations on after

class. I remember still arguing at 2 a.m.

Andrew, our mentor, also showed the film

“Dead Man Walking” in our hall.

Sarah: It was really important that we all lived

in the same dorm. We could check in with one

another about our reading and papers, and it

helped us begin to make friends very naturally.

What did you like best in the reading?

Greg: I liked “The Death Penalty: For and

Against” because it presented arguments and

responses from two experts with radically 

different points of view.

Sarah: For me, it was the articles on 

physician-assisted suicide. The arguments went

very deep, and the moral implications on both

sides were so heart-wrenching.

Kristin: I thought the articles we read about

egg and sperm donation on campuses were

fascinating because they showed how the

issues we studied can relate directly to college

students.

What topics did you choose for your

research papers?

Greg: I wrote on mental retardation and the

death penalty, and then the Supreme Court

heard a case on the subject just a few months

later. It was the first time I had used so many

kinds of sources, like law journals and

LexisNexis.

Sarah: I’m planning to major in history, so 

I wrote on the history of the death penalty in

the United States, with an emphasis on early

America. I had never written such a long paper

before, but the short papers we had earlier in

the semester made it easier. Professor Fulco

would write a whole page of comments, so

each paper got better. When it came time for

the research paper, there was a step-by-step

process with lots of feedback.

Kristin: My paper was on Christian Science

and the debate about medical care for chil-

dren. We had our own orientation to the library

to teach us how to use specialized online

sources like the Expanded Academic database

and about how sources like scholarly journals

and periodicals differ. For example, I used the

“Journal of the American Medical Association”

as one of my sources.

Beyond facts and information, what did

you learn in the seminar?

Kristin: I learned how to speak up and

debate. The seminar was a “safe” environment,

with only 13 students, so I got very comfort-

able. And my writing really improved with such

detailed feedback at every step.

Greg: My ability to do research and articulate

my opinions on paper increased dramatically.

That helped me in every class.

Sarah: My writing — and my grades! —

improved in every class. But even more, I found

that I was able to develop and justify my own

opinions rather than just following my parents‘

views. It’s not that my opinions changed so

much as that now I rely on my own sources 

and my own reasoning.

Left to right: 
Greg, Sarah, Professor Fulco, Kristin

Assignments:

Readings ranged from philosophical

discussions of relevant moral ques-

tions to actual court cases. There

were four short papers (approximately

3-5 pages each) analyzing the read-

ings and one 15-page research

paper.



What’s it like to be part of Trinity’s living and learning community? You begin 

a discussion in class and find it’s going strong two hours later in the Bistro. Your

late-night debate in the dorm carries over to class the next morning. You put

together what you’ve learned about competition

in economics and psychology and take that

knowledge onto the soccer field. Your awareness of your muscles after a soccer

game makes you appreciate a dance performance in a new way. It’s an intense,

dynamic environment, so sometimes you just turn off your phone and put your 

pillow over your head. But when you wake up, you can’t wait to start again.

the college



here’s continual give 

and take in the Trinity

community — academic

debate, working together

to get a new project off the ground, the

shared exhaustion after a practice or

rehearsal, unwinding on the weekend.

This community works for many reasons.

The belief in learning and the liberal

arts. Students with energy and ideas.

Faculty who love to teach and share

their research. But the quality that

brings it all together is respect. By any

T
measure, Trinity is diverse and growing

more so. Students and faculty bring 

a wealth of backgrounds and life 

experiences to campus, and that enriches

discussion at every level. This is the

atmosphere in which you build your 

academic experience, make friends, join

activities, play sports.

As you become part of this give and

take, you’ll also find yourself at the 

core of the liberal arts tradition, learning

essential skills in reasoning, analysis,

and expression. Trinity supports this

core belief through its General

Give & Take

Education requirements. Your first and

second years are the ideal time to sample

all of the areas of the curriculum — 

arts, humanities, natural sciences,

numerical and symbolic reasoning, and

social sciences — as you round out your

education and decide on your major.

During your final two years, you can

explore deeply in your major field.



Trinity Majors

American Studies

Anthropology

Art History

Biochemistry

Biology

Chemistry

Classical Civilization

Classics

Computer Coordinate

Computer Science

Economics

Educational Studies

Engineering

English

Environmental Science

French

German

History

International Studies

Italian

Jewish Studies

Mathematics

Modern Languages (including Chinese 
and Japanese)

Music

Neuroscience

Philosophy

Physics

Political Science

Psychology

Public Policy Studies

Religion

Russian

Sociology

Spanish

Studio Arts

Theater and Dance

Women, Gender, and Sexuality

Students may also work with their 
advisers to design interdisciplinary
majors.

rinity has the strong foundation of a

broad curriculum and the flexibility

to let you follow your particular inter-

ests. Your adviser and other professors

will help you refine your choices and

encourage you to deepen your experi-

ences through off-campus opportunities

such as internships and study abroad.

The College offers a wide range of

majors in academic disciplines and inter-

disciplinary programs. We have the 

flexibility to develop and offer new majors

according to student interest and faculty

expertise, as we recently did with the

introduction of environmental science, a

new interdisciplinary major that draws

on the fields of biology, chemistry, earth

science, computer science, and engineering.

Some students have crossdisciplinary

interests that they want to pursue by

constructing an independent interdisci-

plinary major. There’s room for that at

Trinity, too, and our students have

designed and completed majors on topics

as varied as mathematical economics and

film and theater studies.

What does a major really do? It enables

you to take the critical thinking skills

from your General Education studies

and apply them in a subject area that has

special interest and meaning for you.

Work in your major enables you to dig

deeper and master a subject and its way

of inquiring about the world. Your

major provides a foundation for career

and graduate study, but it does not limit

you. Many students do not yet have firm

career plans, and that’s fine — any liber-

al arts major is a good grounding for the

thinking and communicating skills that

most professions require. For students

who have defined career objectives, there

is opportunity to prepare while pursuing

other interests as well. For example, it is

not unusual for a premed student to

major in the humanities or social sci-

ences. While engineering students have

more courses required in the major than

others, they still often choose to have

interdisciplinary minors.

Beyond t he  F i r s t  Year

T

Engineering honors
Trinity is one of just a handful of top liberal

arts colleges that offer degrees in engineering 

certified by the National Accreditation Board

for Engineering and Technology (ABET).

CE
RT

IF
IE

D
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African Studies

Afro-American Studies

Architectural Studies

Classical Antiquity

The Classical Tradition

Cognitive Science

Community Action

Environment and Human Values

Film Studies

Formal Organizations

French Studies

German Studies

Human Movement Studies

Human Rights Studies

Italian Studies

Jewish Studies

Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies

Legal Studies

Literature and Psychology

Marine Studies

Medieval and Renaissance Studies

Models and Data

Modern European Studies

Mythology

Performing Arts

Russian Studies

Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies

Spanish Studies

Studies in Progressive American 
Social Movements

Third World Studies

Visual Studies

Women, Gender, and Sexuality

Writing and Rhetoric

Interdisciplinary minors

In addition to a major field of study, Trinity students have the option of completing an interdisciplinary minor. 
Each of these minors combines three different, complementary fields of study to provide a broad view of a
topic, and any of them is an excellent way to personalize your Trinity education.
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Student Research Achievements

Senior theses represent the highest level

of student research at Trinity. As this 

list shows, the topics are complex, 

challenging, and exciting.

Hayes Bieke

Major: Theater and Dance

Out of the Darkness:

An Exploration of Gender Roles and

Costuming in Western Theater

Laura Cecchi

Major: Neuroscience

Stress and Maternal Behavior

Nathaniel Chamberland

Major: Economics

Reflexivity: A History of Economic

Thought and its Realization in Policy

Elisabeth Griffinger

Major: Art History

Claude Monet’s English and Dutch

Sojourn and its Influence on the Birth 

of Impressionism

Kate Hutchinson

Major: History

Physicians, Clerics, and Healing in the

Middle Ages

Adam Keefer

Major: Economics

Income Inequality in America

Talia Krohn

Major: Psychology

Study Times in Serial Recall

Xiao-yan Shu

Major: Computer Science

MCEC (Masterpiece Creation

Evolutionary Computer): A Java

Application for Musical Creation

Joseph Villani

Major: History

The Propaganda and Aesthetics 

of Fascist Italy



rinity’s liberal arts education 

combines the tradition of general

education with extraordinary flexibility

and diverse learning options. This

approach enables students to appreciate

the many dimensions of an issue. Our

engineering majors develop an under-

standing of the human aspects of tech-

nology, which is critical in a field that

applies scientific knowledge to solving

practical human problems. The interna-

tional studies major is interdisciplinary,

and it gives students a chance to focus

on a particular region of the world —

Africa, Asia, Latin America and the

Caribbean, the Middle East, or Russia

and Eurasia — or to concentrate in com-

parative development across regions.

In literature and cultural studies, Trinity

students learn to look at texts through

different critical lenses, including gender,

race, and sexual orientation. For this

reason, unlike many other English

departments, ours requires majors to

take at least one course in literary theory

and two in cultural context.

Tutorial College

Sometimes you miss the chance to make

connections among important ideas

because the reading in most classes is

divided by academic fields and disci-

plines. Trinity’s Tutorial College, a 

special sophomore program, helps you

explore intellectual connections with

other like-minded students. The Tutorial

College brings together approximately 

50 second-year students with five faculty

members from wide-ranging disciplines

in a “college within a college.” The stu-

dents and faculty explore how the world

looks from varied perspectives and try 

to understand how each viewpoint

reveals something new about the others.

In a single week, you might read texts 

by Einstein, Freud, and Sophocles. The

Tutorial College residence hall is the

focus of all this activity — it’s where the

students live, meet with the faculty in

seminars and tutorials, and engage in

lively discussions with guest speakers.

A passion for teaching

In all their diversity of academic disci-

pline and point of view, Trinity’s faculty

members are united in their devotion to

teaching. They will work alongside you,

challenge and question you, share your

triumphs, and encourage you to do still

better. Over four years, your professors

will become mentors and friends. They

are scholars whose work has won them

national and international awards, but

their first commitment is to help you

Many Dimens ions

learn. This spirit will introduce you to

learning as an exhilarating conversation

and a rewarding quest for knowledge

and understanding. This one-to-one 

relationship between professor and 

student is the heart of the educational

experience at Trinity, introducing you to

a world of ideas and a lifelong love of

learning.

Research unlimited

Can you imagine doing research side-by-

side with your professor? Devising an

experiment that’s never been done

before? Petitioning for documents under

the Freedom of Information Act?

Interviewing a government leader? 

Co-authoring a published paper? Diving

deep into a topic you’ve always won-

dered about? Maybe you’ve thought you

could do research like this in graduate

school, but it’s a here-and-now reality

for many Trinity students. This kind of

intellectual guidance and faculty-student

collaboration is built into life at 

Trinity. The Trinity Papers, a journal of

outstanding undergraduate scholarship,

exemplifies this tradition.

T
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I always tell my students, it doesn’t 

matter what you major in. What matters

is what excites you. What do you have 

a passion for? It is all about finding 

your passion.

Diane Zannoni, Professor of Economics

Listen to what some Trinity professors have to say about teaching and students.

Now hear what some students who have experienced Trinity say about individual faculty members.

On Samuel Kassow, Professor of History

Professor Kassow deserves credit for

demonstrating and encouraging us to

adopt the tools that are at the core of

Trinity’s educational mission. He taught

us critical thinking. He showed us how 

to examine the impact of individuals,

institutions, ideas, and cultures in creat-

ing the world we inhabit. He helped us

learn how to communicate our ideas with

clarity, passion, and rigor.

Gary Abramson ’80

The relationship between student and teacher is special here. 

It’s much more intimate than it is in most places. Since students

live here, eat here, work here, play here, you’re in touch with

their whole world at Trinity. You feel you communicate with

them on a different level.

Dori Katz, Professor of Modern Languages

We ask students to formulate a problem, 

suggest solutions, carry out the solution in the

laboratory, then bring the results back to the

classroom for discussion. It’s more instructive

for students because they have control of the

learning process.

Henry DePhillips, Vernon K. Krieble Professor

of Chemistry

I believe teaching art is not about making artists, but rather about opening up a 

world — a way of thinking, doing, and seeing. Students have said that after taking

one of my courses they appreciate the visual world in a new way. There’s a point in

the semester when they feel like they’re seeing things differently. I remember when it

happened to me. You become more sensitized to environment, place, and possibilities

you may not have been open to before.

Joseph Byrne, Associate Professor of Fine Arts

On Jack Chatfield, Associate Professor of History

Professor Chatfield had the ability to respond to students’ comments, 

clarify complex issues, and make his own points about long and 

complicated readings with remarkable coherence. He did what great 

educators do — he drew the learning out of us. He helped us develop

the tools to educate ourselves.

Katy Erskine ’96

On Hugh Ogden, Professor of English

Professor Ogden encouraged us to keep trying, which was important because the 

literary analysis was accompanied necessarily by some fairly painful soul searching.

In essence, the books we read needed emotional maturity to be understood and in

the act of studying them, I think we were challenged to grow. I recall two other

marks of an Ogden course: vibrant classroom discussions with high intellectual 

standards and extensive written homework. The writing was challenging to me, as 

it is difficult to express mush without being exposed. So I tried harder.

David Pfeiffer ’80

Teachers on teaching

Students on teaching
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nyone who visits Trinity sees the

beauty of the campus, with its 

hilltop location, mix of historic and 

contemporary buildings, and abundant

trees and lawns. What may not be quite

so obvious is the high quality of the 

academic facilities that support learning.

Of course, the campus is fully wired,

with every student room connected to

the campus network and the World Wide

Web. You can access Trinity’s library

catalog and selected periodical informa-

tion from your room and use it as a 

portal to other libraries far and wide.

The library and information technology 

center combines the resources of one of

the leading small-college library facilities

in the nation with an array of electronic

resources, including digital media labs

for viewing and production, multimedia 

stations, video conferencing capabilities,

and fully wired study spaces. It also

encompasses the Watkinson Library, a

special collection of unique primary

source materials in many areas.

Science labs at Trinity are very special

places — not only because of the 

sophisticated equipment you might 

think only a large university would have,

but because you can work hands-on 

with that equipment, an opportunity

limited to graduate students at many

schools. The Albert C. Jacobs Life

Sciences Center, for example, contains

Equipped fo r  Learn ing

Technology model
Because of its use of new technologies, Trinity’s American studies 

program has been tapped by the American Studies Association as one

of six U.S. test sites to participate in the American Studies Crossroads

Project, an international Internet and curriculum innovation initiative.

optical and electron microscopy labs,

incubators and climatically controlled

growth chambers, equipment for enzyme

and protein research and radioactive

tracer experiments, and instrumentation

to take to the field for measuring 

environmental variables. The Clement

Chemistry Building houses three mass

spectrometers, a research nuclear 

magnetic resonance spectrometer, and 

a scanning electron microscope.

A

e
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Hometown

Originally Norwalk, Connecticut; 

now Durham, North Carolina

Some Trinity highlights:

Engineering major, Cities Program, PRIDE, resident assistant.

I’m a future thinker, so I decided on an engineering career 

when I was still in high school. But I wasn’t interested in being

in an environment that was focused on technology; I really

wanted the balance of the liberal arts. Now I’m working part-

time in an engineering firm thanks to one of my professors, and

I like being able to do technical work but also talk with people

there about current events. The Cities Program was another

attraction for me, because it helped me integrate the humanities

and social sciences with engineering. I think that approach

helps all engineering students at Trinity. I was just at an 

engineering society dinner with students from several colleges,

and when the Trinity students gave their presentations, you

could see that they were really top-notch presenters, and that

comes from all the practice we get in writing and speaking.

Another thing that makes a big difference is the small classes

and dedicated professors. In one of my courses, the only time

all the students could get together for a review session was at 

10 o’clock at night, and our professor was happy to meet with

us then. I’m in the mechanical engineering track, and I want to

work in aerospace, so my adviser, Professor Joe Palladino, has

helped me set up aerospace projects for myself, using Trinity’s

wind and water tunnels. There are so many people here pulling

for me that I feel like I have my own personal cheerleaders.

If I’m having a bad day, I can always count on Dean Spencer 

to tell me, “Alexa, you can do it!”

A lexa F innerud ’03
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The Department of Music and the

Department of Theater and Dance are

based at the Austin Arts Center, which

has a 380-seat proscenium theater and a

more intimate “black box” performance

space. Students get to work with profes-

sional staff and faculty as they stage 

performances. Focal points for the 

visual arts are the Widener Gallery in

the Austin Arts Center and the Broad

Street Gallery, which features exhibits of

student work. Each medium — painting,

sculpture, drawing, photography, and

printmaking — has its own studio.

Into the Field

Field work is essential to the natural sciences, particularly

environmental science, and Trinity’s new Field Station at

Church Farm is a perfect place for it. Located in rural

Ashford, Connecticut (a 45-minute drive from campus), the

field station comprises more than 250 acres

of former farmland complete with historic

buildings. The site, which is in the midst of more

than 50,000 acres of preserved land and active

farmland, is rich in biodiversity, and Trinity science

professors and students are active in national monitoring

programs for birds and butterflies. Because of the biodiver-

sity and quality of the site — and because field stations are

rare among colleges in the Northeast — Trinity students

have a remarkable opportunity at Church Farm.
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Hometown:

Readville, Massachusetts

Some Trinity highlights:

Political science major, first-year mentor, Men of Color Alliance (MOCA),

civil rights summer fellow in Washington, DC. Founded Trinity’s

Adolescent Mentoring Project (AMP) and initiated Martin 

Luther King Day march.

Community service is my passion, especially where children are

concerned. I think both of what I had and didn’t have as a kid,

and that gives me ideas about what we can do right here in 

Trinity’s neighborhood. As soon as I got to Trinity, I got involved

in MOCA, and my first summer, I worked at the Boys & Girls Club

and started to bond with the kids. These two experiences came

together in the fall of my sophomore year when I started AMP 

and recruited MOCA members for a Saturday morning mentoring

program at the Boys & Girls Club.

That first Saturday, only one little girl showed up. We played

Scrabble, and she beat me. I thought, “This is going to be a long

year!” So we leafleted every school in the neighborhood to attract

kids. Now we’re going strong, with more than 20 mentors and

around 25 kids every Saturday. AMP is open to everyone at Trinity,

and we encourage students who don’t mentor regularly to come

along as chaperones on outings, which is not too difficult when 

it means free tickets to the Nets or the Sixers. On Saturdays,

we start with breakfast, which Trinity’s food service provides,

and then have one-on-one study time and recreation. We also 

make a big point of what I call alternative learning — things like

the history of the civil rights movement that you don’t necessarily

get exposed to in school. For the mentors, looking forward to

Saturday gets us through the week. We get to be around great kids

and have fun while we’re doing something worthwhile. It’s a great

way to de-stress.

D ez P otier ’03
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ver 90 percent of Trinity students

live right on campus. That’s 

the best way to take full advantage of

Trinity’s living and learning environ-

ment. All residence halls at the College

are co-ed, and all have live-in resident

assistants (RAs), upper-class students

who are specially trained to help as

needed. Each hall develops its own 

policies and sponsors varied events —

intramural sports, discussions with 

faculty, parties — so students have the

chance to shape the kind of atmosphere

they want and to lead programs.

Beyond these resemblances, the residence

halls have their own individual charac-

ters. As part of the first-year program,

entering students live together in first-

year halls with student mentors as well

as RAs. After the first year, you’ll enter

a housing lottery in which all students

have the chance to land their first-choice

accommodations. You may be interested

in a modern high-rise or an historic

At  Home at  Tr in i ty

O brownstone; a single or a suite with

friends; a quiet hall for studying or one

that focuses on a topic like community

service or music. Because student inter-

ests change, the suites in Summit Suites,

which all have faculty or staff advisers,

vary their themes from year to year.
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he clubs and activities at Trinity

offer students two things at the

same time — a break from studying,

but also a chance to apply classroom

interests and learning in a new forum.

A good example is Cinestudio, the 

student-run movie palace that draws

audiences not only from campus but

from all over Hartford seven days a

week. One student might catch a film

here to relax after an exam. A film 

student might drop by to see the latest

release from China or a rarely screened

classic. Hillel members might plan to

attend all the films at the Jewish Film

Festival, with discussions afterward at

Hillel House. A student who is thinking

about preparing for business school

might get involved with the manage-

ment side of Cinestudio, and just 

happen to see a lot of good films along

the way. Your interest in Cinestudio

may even lead you to become an

accomplished Hollywood film and TV

director like Stephen Gyllenhaal ’72.

Here’s a Sample

This list will give you some idea of the variety of
campus organizations and activities. Be sure to
visit www.trincoll.edu for a comprehensive list,
more detailed information, and links to individual
organization home pages.

Governance and Media
Student Government Association
Trinity College Activities Council (TCAC)
Tripod (weekly newspaper)
WRTC-FM

Community Service/Civic Engagement
Community Outreach Leadership Team (COLT)
Connecticut Public Interest Research Group
(ConnPIRG)
Habitat for Humanity
Praxis (community service residence hall)

Cultural
Asian-American Student Association (AASA)
Caribbean Student Association
French Club
Hillel
Imani
International Student Organization
La Voz Latina (LVL)
Trinity College Black Women’s Organization
(TCBWO)

Music
Accidentals (men’s a cappella group)
Chapel Singers
Gospel Choir
Trinity Pipes (co-ed a cappella group)
Trinitones (women’s a cappella group)

Special Interest
American Society of Capitalists
Amnesty International
Encouraging Respect of Sexuality (EROS)
Focus (photography)
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
Men of Color Association (MOCA)
Students to Unite Science and Humanitarian
Interests (SUSHI)

Student organizations also provide 

a way for students to gather together

around common interests and to extend

their “comfort zone” to explore the 

traditions of others. Cultural houses

draw people from all over campus to

their events. Asian students and 

their non-Asian friends, for example,

gather at AASA House to hold meet-

ings, share meals, and socialize. On

Halloween, all up and down Vernon

Street, residence halls and Greek organ-

izations open their doors to neighbor-

hood children for Trinity’s tradition of

Halloween on Vernon Street.

Fo l low Your  In te res t s  A l l  Over  Campus

T



23

One of the most active and vital places on campus is the Austin

Arts Center. Administered by arts professionals and staffed by 

students, Austin Arts presents music, dance, theater, and visual

arts under its own roof and in satellite arts spaces. To give you

an idea of the range of Austin Arts’ offerings, here’s a selection

from a typical late spring:

• A performance, which involved 23 Trinity students, by the 

noted activist theater company The Living Theater during its 

week-long residency.

• The annual student spring musical, a production of 

Working, based on the book by Studs Terkel.

• The Studio Arts Program’s annual exhibition of works by 

Trinity’s studio arts students.

• Thesis exhibitions by senior studio arts majors.

• “Art, Science and Spirit,” a dance concert featuring new 

work by artist-in-residence and nationally recognized 

choreographer David Dorfman.

• A presentation of original works created as independent 

studies by theater and dance students.

• A professionally produced faculty showcase concert of the 

eclectic musical compositions of Trinity Professor Douglas 

Bruce Johnson.

• A dance party featuring Salsafication, Trinity’s own Latin 

music band.

Ar ts  Engine
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hat can Trinity’s hometown

mean for your education? 

If you read The Adventures

of Huckleberry Finn in your

American literature course, you can visit

the house where Mark Twain wrote it. If

you study urban politics, it will be all the

more interesting because Hartford’s dynam-

ic young mayor, Eddie Perez, just happens

to be a Trinity graduate. If you’re an 

engineering student, you can expect to 

have guest speakers from companies like

Pratt & Whitney in class. If you’re in

Professor Clyde McKee’s “Politics and

Communications” course, he’ll invite you

along when Hartford’s Channel 3 asks him

for live commentary on the State of the

Union speech.

Like many cities across the nation,

Hartford faces serious social and economic

challenges. At Trinity, because of the

College’s commitment to the community,

you not only have a chance to learn from

these challenges, but to be part of the 

solution.

Tr in i ty ’s Hometown

W
Trinity introduces students to Hartford

through the first-year program so that

you’ll feel equally comfortable on either

side of our open gates. All students receive

free bus passes to help get around. And

when you crave the excitement of a bigger

city, New York and Boston are both just

two hours away, with frequent train and

bus service.
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ducation at Trinity begins in the

classroom, but it never stops there.

Our faculty members routinely involve

students in classes that take advantage 

of the College’s special relationship to

the city. Trinity’s Community Learning

Initiative comprises nearly 30 courses

each year that weave direct contact 

with local people and institutions into

the learning process. You might decide 

to take “Introduction to Medical

Anthropology” and have the opportunity

to work with a community-based health

organization; or “Immigrants and

Refugees” and interview refugee families;

or “Education through Movement” and

help children express themselves through

dance. Such urban engagement is built

on Trinity’s liberal arts foundation,

The C i ty  as  C lass room

and for some students it has led to 

independent studies or papers published

in scholarly journals.

Learning by doing

Trinity has a wealth of internship 

opportunities through which students

can explore career interests and make

important decisions for themselves as

well as real contributions to corporate,

professional, and nonprofit institutions.

And the College’s connections to

Hartford represent excellent preparation

for life after college: in contemporary

America, more than four out of five 

college graduates work in a city.

E

Connecticut’s Capitol Hill

When it comes to political science, a 

capital city is the place to be. Trinity’s 

deep local roots and location — literally

minutes  from the seats of both state 

and municipal government — make it 

easy for students to become active in

Connecticut politics.

Through our nationally respected

Legislative Internship Program, about 

14 students each spring semester work 

as aides to individual legislators at the

Connecticut Capitol for 35 to 40 hours per

week and meet together for a weekly 

faculty-led seminar. The experience offers 

a chance to observe the inner workings of

the legislative process — and to play an

active role in that process. Participating

Trinity students perhaps have an extra 

reason to find the placement appropriate

— the site of the Capitol building served 

as the College’s original campus.

Internship Opportunities

Hartford’s role in politics, business, and

the arts makes it an ideal site for student

internships. The following list shows 

the range of organizations where Trinity

students can work as interns.

American Red Cross
Antiquarian and Landmarks Society
Broad-Park Development Corporation
Bulkeley High School
CB Richard Ellis (real estate services)
Connecticut Association of Schools
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
Connecticut Civil Liberties Union
Council of Environmental Quality
Granite Technologies
Hartford Courant
Hartford Neighborhood Centers
Hartford Stage Company
Hispanic Health Council
Mintz & Hoke Advertising
Office of the Connecticut Attorney General
Office of the Governor
Office of U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman
Otis Elevator
Real Art Ways
Tai Soo Kim Architects
The Hartford Life Insurance Co.
UBS Paine Webber
WFSB-TV (CBS affiliate)
YWCA
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Trinfo.Café

Everyone knows that technology is meaningless to those who are on the wrong side of the Digital Divide. In late 

2000 Trinity opened Trinfo.Café, a unique technology center that offers training and other services to help area residents

and business owners make the most of information technology. The center makes available computer labs, bilingual

workshops, free or low-cost residential Web connections, informal meeting areas, and the services of Trinity students, 

who share their expertise in such areas as networking, Web design, and tech support. It’s all part of a $5.1 million, 

five-year effort funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to further integration of the campus and the community.

Trinfo.Café is also part of the Community Learning Initiative, where, to cite one example, students in Professor Jim

Trostle’s “Anthropology Research Methods” class study the impact of the Digital Divide and the effectiveness of Trinity’s

efforts to bridge it in our own neighborhood.

As the state capital, Hartford offers you

a great variety of internship opportuni-

ties in government and politics. The city

is home to the headquarters of several

national and international corporations,

major medical facilities, and a highly

regarded daily newspaper (the oldest in

the country), as well as a rich array of

arts organizations and historical sites.

Internship placements are available in

law, banking, journalism, communica-

tions, advertising, engineering, computer

science, and many other fields.

CityTerm, a specialized internship pro-

gram for juniors and seniors, places stu-

dents in semester-long internships with

local community organizations or public

sector agencies such as the United

Citizens Action Network or Greater

Hartford Legal Assistance.

With more than 200 established 

placement sites to choose from, Trinity

students eagerly take advantage of

internship opportunities. By the time

they graduate, nearly half of our 

students have completed at least one

internship for academic credit.

College of Promise
America’s Promise/The Alliance for Youth designated Trinity as
the first College of Promise for its commitment to improving the
quality of life in Hartford. 

1st



32

Reaching out

Trinity challenges its students to make a

difference in the real world — starting

with their Hartford community. It also

provides them with the support they

need to be successful. The Office of

Community Service and Civic

Engagement can assist you at any level

of involvement, whether you want to 

volunteer for a single event, join with a

community group on an ongoing basis,

or step into a leadership role.

Nearly 40 campus- and community-

based activities provide students with

structured opportunities to play an

active part in improving life in Hartford

and beyond. Some students befriend 

Community Learning
Initiative

What started as a handful of courses in

the mid-1990s has blossomed into a

remarkable array of interrelated pro-

grams through which Trinity is engaged

with — and students learn from —

Hartford’s neighborhoods and institu-

tions. This Community Learning Initiative

involves between 600 to 800 students

each year in courses across virtually 

all of the College’s academic disciplines.

A case in point: Professor David

Henderson’s “Environmental Chemistry,”

which examines the real-world implica-

tions of pollution. Recently, students in

Professor Henderson’s and Professor

Hebe Guardiola-Diaz’s classes literally

planted seeds of success when they

removed lead from a vacant lot by grow-

ing a special variety of Indian mustard.

Their green-thumb approach earned 

them a GreenCircle Award from the

Connecticut Department of Environmental

Protection. It also satisfied hungry

appetites: a soup kitchen now uses the

land as a garden to help feed the city’s

homeless.

Community Service

Students participate in wide-ranging com-

munity service activities, some based at

Trinity and some in the wider community.

Here’s a partial list.

Best Buddies (student-mentally challenged
young adult pairs)

Boys & Girls Club at Trinity College

Chartwell’s/FoodShare Food Salvage

Civic Engagement Speakers Series

Connecticut Public Interest Research Group
(ConnPIRG)

Habitat for Humanity

Praxis (community service residence hall)

Saturday Academy at Trinity College

Southside Institutions Neighborhood
Alliance (SINA)

Students United to Achieve Voter
Enrollment (S.U.A.V.E.)

Trinity College-Trinity Hill Care Center’s
Adopt-A-Grandparent

Voices Organized in Defense of
Democracy (V.O.I.D.)

YMCA Youth Emergency Shelter (Y.E.S.)

senior citizens at regular bingo games.

Others volunteer with AIDS organiza-

tions. Some spend their spring breaks

working on Habitat for Humanity 

houses instead of tans. Others mentor

youngsters at the first college-affiliated

Boys & Girls Club.
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Hometown:

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Some Trinity highlights:

Anthropology major and editor of department newsletter, ConnPIRG 

volunteer, first-year mentor, mandolin player in the band Jassdoway,

which performs regularly at the Underground Coffee House.

When I first came to Trinity, I took some anthropology classes,

and they were great, so I kept on taking more. I’m also very 

interested in science, and I’ve taken a lot of biology, but my skills

are more oriented to writing and communication. Environmental

policy is a major focus for me. At Trinity, I’ve found a way to bring

all these themes together.

This summer, I’m working with Professor Jane Nadel-Klein to 

help build a new community garden in Trinity’s neighborhood,

exploring the American community gardening movement in 

relation to the concepts of community and neighborhood 

revitalization. Because we’re anthropologists, we realize that our

involvement is influencing the process, so we’ll also study other

gardens in Hartford and New York. The planning stages have been

very interesting. The garden is across the street from an elderly

housing complex where many of the residents are from Puerto

Rico. Some of them want to plant Puerto Rican vegetables and

teach young people from the community about Puerto Rican food

and traditions. Others are more interested in growing flowers.

We need to build raised plots for some of the elderly residents,

and we also want to provide space for socializing, sitting in the

shade, and playing dominoes. It’s very exciting for me that

Professor Nadel-Klein and I are both learning about community

gardens at the same time.

Through ConnPIRG, I’ve become involved with efforts to examine

the environmental impact of the Trinity campus. We’ve done a lot

of research — including sorting trash to see how much that’s

thrown away could be recycled — and put together proposals for

Trinity’s administration to consider in planning.

A ndy H atch ’03
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Trinity’s liberal arts tradition helps you open your mind to a realm beyond your own

personal experience. You gain understanding, insight, and empathy as you study

widely varied individuals and societies. In the world in which you will live and work,

these qualities will be more important than ever. Trinity also helps you explore by

bringing visitors from many nations to campus and by encouraging you to study

abroad during your college career. Once you have heard first-hand the experiences of

those who have struggled for human rights around the globe, or once you have spent

a semester living and studying in another country, your life will never be the same.

the world
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he world is engaged in 

a 24/7 conversation — 

seeking answers to impor-

tant questions about 

political evolution, civil society, spiritual

matters, and intercultural relations.

To help our students succeed as global

citizens of the 21st century, Trinity 

provides numerous opportunities to

become engaged with an astonishing

variety of peoples and cultures.

Nearly half of all Trinity students take

advantage of study-abroad opportunities

— on our campus in Rome, at one of

our seven global learning sites, or

through established exchange programs

with other colleges and universities

around the world. Our students don’t

have to travel far, however, to encounter

people of different backgrounds and 

cultures. They themselves represent 

46 states and 41 countries.

Becoming Globa l  C i t izens

T
Community-based learning opportuni-

ties bring students in contact with

Hartford’s diverse cultural kaleidoscope.

Many of our students also participate in

Alternative Spring Break, during which

they travel to other areas of the country,

such as Appalachia and the rural South,

to volunteer for community service 

projects.
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rom its Hartford hilltop, Trinity

reaches out to the world. Speakers,

artists-in-residence, visiting faculty, and

the research and field work of our own

faculty members all serve to connect our

community to the rest of the globe.

One of the most important aspects of

Trinity’s approach is our Human Rights

Program. Launched in 1998, this initia-

tive is the first of its kind at a liberal 

arts college. The program is structured

to capture the breadth of human rights

concerns through classes in several 

disciplines, leading to a minor in human

rights.

An annual lecture series brings interna-

tionally known scholars and activists to

campus to explore human rights in the

context of a different theme each year.

These themes have included armed con-

flict, arts and literature, children’s rights,

and accountability and justice.

Through the human rights summer fel-

lowship program, Trinity students have

the chance to work at such organizations

as Amnesty International and the

National Coalition Against the Death

Penalty, presenting their experiences to

fellow students on campus when they

return in the fall.

Br inging the Wor ld  to  Tr in i ty

Each year a distinguished human 

rights activist spends a week on campus,

participating in classes; meeting with

students, faculty, and community organ-

izers; and giving lectures for the campus

community. As one example, Dr. Onder

Ozkalipci, a physician with the Human

Rights Foundation in Istanbul, served 

as Trinity’s 2002 Human Rights Program

advocacy fellow-in-residence.

F
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Hometown:

Lawrence, Massachusetts

Some Trinity highlights:

Sociology major, human rights summer fellow, Imani, Asian-American

Student Association, La Voz Latina, PRIDE leader, cheerleader.

I’ve always been interested in social issues, especially when they

affect the global community. My interest in human rights got

sparked at Trinity, especially by Professor Michael Niemann’s

course “Human Rights in the Global Age.” That made me want to

find out what I could do actively about human rights, beyond class-

room learning, so I decided to apply for the human rights summer 

fellowship.

With Rute Pinhel, another Trinity student, I went to Washington,

DC, for a dual placement at the American Bar Association and 

the Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition. Rute and I

researched and worked in the field on aspects of immigrants’

rights at detention centers within seven rural prisons in Virginia to

see if these facilities met guidelines established by the Immigration

and Naturalization Service, particularly concerning the detainees’

access to legal information. Seeing the plight of immigrants in

detention hit me hard because I’m the daughter of immigrants.

The situation in Virginia Beach was very dire, and the documenta-

tion Rute and I were involved in caused the INS to shut down the

detention center there. When we heard the news, we were elated!

I’m involved in many of the cultural organizations on campus

because I’m interested in cultural awareness, and as a Latina,

I know that my culture has many influences. And one of the 

activities I enjoy most is cheerleading. I joined the squad because

my friends were on it, but I’ve kept with it because it’s fun and it

keeps me fit. All these things work together for me because I think

if you’re going to be a balanced person, you need a little bit of

everything in your life.

J essic a F ilion ’03



38

Kathmandu, Nepal

Study religion, culture, history, and ethnicity in a dynamic social context

in the Kathmandu Valley of Nepal. Features home stays with an urban

family and in a Tibetan Buddhist monastery.

Moscow, Russia

Learn close-up about the new Russia, observing and participating in the

development of civil society. Academic partners: Russian State University

for the Humanities and the Maxim Gorky Institute of World Literature of

the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Port of Spain, Trinidad

Absorb the multicultural heritage of the Caribbean in the perfect labora-

tory for studying the long-evolving ethnic, racial, and gender identities of

the region’s peoples. Academic partners: University of the West Indies

and Trinidad and Tobago Institute of the West Indies.

Santiago, Chile

View human rights in the Americas in the context of ethics, 

politics, economics, history, and other broad fields. Academic partner:

Universidad de Chile.

hen deepened by the experience

of overseas study, a liberal arts

education offers the best preparation for

careers of service and achievement at

home and abroad. At Trinity, you have

ample opportunities not only to visit but

to live and study among people whose

lives and backgrounds are very different

from your own. Through this process,

you will also discover much about your-

self and your own culture.

Trinity’s Global Learning Sites

These sites enable our students to gain valuable experience in key loca-

tions around the world. Through a Trinity-directed semester-long program

of study that includes a core course, electives, and an internship or inde-

pendent study, students come to appreciate unique historical and cultural

perspectives.

Barcelona, Spain

Focus on Iberian culture or studio arts in a progressive urban 

environment with a commitment to history, culture, and the arts.

Academic partners: Universitat Pompeu Fabra and Winchester School 

of Art.

Cape Town, South Africa

Experience a dynamic society struggling for reconciliation 

and recovery after long years of repression. Academic partner: University

of Cape Town.

Istanbul, Turkey

Meet citizens of many ethnic and religious cultures in one of the world’s

most culturally diverse cities. Especially suited to science students.

Academic partner: Bogazici University.

Taking Tr in i ty to  the  Wor ld

Among the rich menu of choices for

study abroad are Trinity’s own campus 

in Rome, our Shanghai semester, and 

our network of global learning sites.

Students may also study abroad for 

a summer or academic term through

exchanges and programs administered

and staffed by other colleges and univer-

sities. Equally valuable are many study-

away programs in the United States,

including Trinity/La MaMa Performing

Arts in New York City; research 

and internships in Washington, DC;

maritime studies at Mystic Seaport;

and theater courses at the National

Theater Institute.

Beyond classrooms
Students in Trinity’s study-abroad programs have 

unforgettable learning experiences in museums and 

churches, at concerts and festivals, on city streets 

and archaeological sites, and by participating in 

local life through internships or home stays.

W



Trinity College / Rome Campus

All roads do lead to Rome for the approximately 45 students from 

colleges and universities throughout the United States who study each

spring and fall at Trinity’s Rome campus. There, they take part in an 

outstanding educational program in the heart of one of the world’s great

cities, where glorious treasures and haunting ruins of several magnificent

civilizations are stage to a vibrant, modern capital. Courses, taught by

Trinity professors and adjunct faculty, are offered in art history, history,

Italian, literature, and political science. 

Cafés, shops, and ancient sites such as the Coliseum and the Roman

Forum are a short walk from our location atop one of the original seven

hills of Ancient Rome. Three major trips — one to Venice, another to

Florence, and a third to Naples, Pompeii, and Capri — introduce students

to important cultural and artistic centers under the guidance of art history

professors. Other activities include attendance at concerts, plays, and

sporting events. Che bella!

Destination: Carnival

Trinidad offers an extraordinary setting in which to study intercultural

interaction. Students who spend a spring semester at the Trinity-in-

Trinidad global learning site immerse themselves in an unusually rich 

mixture of African, Asian, European, and Amerindian cultures.

Components of the program include an extensive orientation program,

weekly field trips led by a variety of local residents (who might include 

a minister of government one week and a 90-year-old fisherman the

next), and internship or independent study placements with the media,

businesses, or local artists. Students can study Hinduism or Islam, 

record their own music, gain experience in photography or documentary

filmmaking, and explore the ecology of a tropical rain forest.

A special feature of this site is the opportunity to study Trinidad Carnival

— the most copied and least understood major festival in the world — as

a social phenomenon. 

▲
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There’s one thing you can count on about the future — it won’t turn out exactly the

way you plan it. Your professional interests may change, and the economy and

technology certainly will. You will probably discover new sides to yourself as you

travel or raise a family or make new friends 

or become involved with your community —

or do all of these things. Because a Trinity education teaches you how to keep on

learning, how to communicate well, and how to work together with people from

many different backgrounds, you will be ready for all of the challenges and all of

the rewards the future can bring.

the future
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“At Trinity, my professors inspired me to strive for excellence. One of the greatest obstacles I face with my 

students is that their teachers have not challenged them, so the students are not aware of how they can

achieve. As I plan each lesson, I think about how my Trinity professors made me want to reach the next level.”

Brooke Crisman ’00, Teach for America

“Trinity taught me to be inquisitive, and it helped me to be flexible in my thinking. If you can
learn how to communicate with people in a business environment, that’s really half the battle,
and there’s really nothing better than a liberal arts education to teach you to do it. At Trinity,
I also began to understand that you’re part of a larger community no matter where you are, and
it’s probably most gratifying when you contribute to that community in some way.”

Howard Sherman ’78, Senior Vice President, About.com

“I’m a big proponent of a liberal arts education. The ability to think strategically, creatively, and laterally is

extremely important in the business world. The most enriching experience I had at Trinity was the semester 

I spent at the Rome campus. I matured by being immersed in a different culture, learning to communicate in 

a different language, looking at America and Americans from the perspective of other nations and cultures,

and learning more about the world.”

James Murren ’83, President, MGM MIRAGE

“I owe so much to Trinity professors and courses in different fields. In biology, learning how life
systems and organisms work was fascinating. If you could understand how organisms work,
then you could understand how life works. I always felt there must be a parallel. And in reli-
gion, I gained the realization that the quest was never really for a pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow. Life is really about working together toward something worthwhile.”

Tom Chappell ’66, President, Founder, Tom’s of Maine

“Trinity prepared me for life in so many ways. Had I gone to a big school, I'm not sure I ever would have had

the opportunity to become active in journalism. Writing for the Tripod sent me off on my career path. And my

American studies major was essential, because the way you learn to be a writer is by not only writing 

but reading great writing. Trinity also helps you learn to connect with people, which is the key in doing an 

interview.”

Kate Meyers ’82, Writer, Sports Illustrated, Fortune, Golf for Women

“The faculty was incredibly supportive, and it was a fantastic environment to be in. I really was
able to excel because of the atmosphere and because of the support. In fact, I’m publishing a
paper this summer that made me go back to some of my notes from an independent study that
combined quantum mechanics and mathematical methods.”

Art Champagne ’78, Professor of Physics, University of North Carolina
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Now:

Chief of staff to House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt (D-Missouri),

leading a staff of 40; named by Roll Call magazine as one of

Washington’s 50 most important staff members.

At Trinity:

History major, Tripod editor, member of St. Anthony Hall, president 

of interfraternity council.

Even as a student at Trinity, it was pretty clear to me that politics

was where I was headed. It’s never boring, and while people have

different views, the great thing about our system is that we resolve

all those conflicts peacefully, reasonably, and fairly. In many other

societies in the world, they don’t do that. If you’re interested in

government and politics, there’s no better place to be than

Washington, and I’ve been here for some very interesting things.

I was a history major because I think it’s important to know what

happened in the past and why it happened. Political science is more

theoretical, and I don’t know that it always prepares you best for

the reality. Being president of Trinity’s interfraternity council was

very good experience in terms of coalition building, politics, and

working with people who don’t like you. And the Tripod was great

preparation for what I do. I spend probably a quarter of my time

just dealing with the media.

The most important things I learned at Trinity were how to think

and write and assimilate information. At the end of the day,

politics is all about assimilating information, and disseminating it.

You’re gathering information and then you’re sending it out some-

where else, or articulating it some other way, or trying to change

the way it’s viewed. It’s not particularly concrete, and you’re not

producing widgets, and you’re not producing a budget. It’s all

about sharing information and figuring out how that information 

is perceived. A liberal arts education is a very good basis for that.

S teve E lmendorf ’82



Career Services: 

It’s Never Too Early

Entering students take the first steps

toward future careers when they 

meet with Trinity’s Career Services 

staff during orientation. There they 

are introduced to TrinityRecruiting, a 

personalized, online career system that

provides 24-hour access to password-

protected summer and full-time job 

listings, graduate school programs 

and fellowships, campus interview

schedules, and career information

specifically for liberal arts students.

Throughout your four years, the Career

Services Office can help you make vital

career connections. The staff links you

with opportunities that will help position

you for success, whatever your field 

of interest. Employers connect with 

students in a variety of ways — 

on-campus interviews, off-campus

recruiting events, and through our

video-conferencing facility. Career

Services also provides individual career

counseling, career exploration seminars,

job readiness workshops, graduate

school application workshops, 

assistance in applying for graduate 

fellowships, and help with resumes 

and interviews. 

Because they remember what it’s like 

to be looking for that first offer, Trinity

alumni go out of their way to assist in

the process. The Trinity alumni network

puts students in contact with alumni,

who offer advice and open all-important

doors. Alumni host networking events

for students on campus and in major

cities as well as participate in campus

career seminars.

Trinity tradition
Trinity students avoid stepping on the Latin inscription embedded

in the pavement in front of Northam Towers — until they have

graduated, that is. The inscription commemorates President

Theodore Roosevelt’s address at Trinity’s commencement in 1918

by reproducing the biblical passage he cited.
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Now:

English teacher at Windsor High School in Windsor, Connecticut, since

earning an M.A.T. in English at Brown University in 1997; president of

Trinity’s Black Alumni Association.

At Trinity:

American studies major, Pan-African Alliance (now Imani), gospel choir,

Black Women’s Organization, resident assistant, Watson Fellow.

American studies was the perfect major for me because I love 

literature, but I know it doesn’t exist in a vacuum. The diversity 

of the major helped me to see the historical influences and the

implications of issues like class and race on our society. I consid-

ered becoming a college professor, but I really connect with

teenagers, and I decided on high-school teaching after participating

in an intensive summer program for future minority teachers at

Andover Academy after my junior year. The knowledge and skills 

I gained at Trinity are fundamental to my teaching.

Many upwardly mobile people of color began moving into Windsor

from Hartford in the ’80s, and the town has made a very positive

effort to foster and maintain diversity. Windsor High is a rare 

place to teach because it has a genuine mix of Caucasian, African-

American, Asian-American, and Latino students. I can’t say that

it’s perfect, but there’s a healthy, ongoing conversation about 

diversity and appreciating others. As the adviser to BRIDGES,

the multicultural club, I can help the students see that they have

something special here in this heterogeneous environment that they

might not find when they go away to college.

My husband, Steven Goodison, who graduated from Trinity in ’96,

and I live right down the street from the College. We decided to

stay in the city because we wanted to be part of the revitalization

from the inside by making our own investment here. We’re excited

about the efforts Trinity is making in the neighborhood and 

are committed to supporting that. We’re also involved in Hartford

through our church, which is developing senior housing and 

furthering adult education.

J oy W right ’95
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Selecting candidates for admission to

Trinity is a complex process. We care-

fully review and individually consider 

the applications of the more than 5,000

men and women who apply each year.

Generally speaking, we are looking for

students who will explore the breadth of

our academic programs, take advantage

of our urban location, and contribute

positively to our college community.

The freshman class ordinarily numbers

about 500.

What we consider

Academic credentials: In addition to 

your grades, we review the quality of

your secondary school record, taking

note of the courses taken, level of diffi-

culty, and your willingness to challenge

yourself — even when that may mean

sacrificing a higher grade in an easier

class.

Standardized tests (SAT, ACT, and/or

TOEFL). The scores help us compare

and evaluate the diverse academic expe-

riences of our applicants. Trinity does

not have specific formulas or numerical

cut-off points.

Recommendations: Your teachers have

the opportunity to evaluate your per-

formance on a regular basis, so we find

their recommendations especially help-

ful. We look for answers to such ques-

tions as: Do they consider you to be an

interesting, engaged, and positive stu-

dent? Do you make your presence known

in class? What difference have you made

in your school? How do you give of

yourself to others?

Personal qualities: Because Trinity has a

tradition of excellence in academics and

extracurricular pursuits, we need stu-

dents with diverse interests and leader-

ship abilities to maintain the vibrancy of

our campus. Therefore, we also consider

the personal strengths and qualities that

distinguish you from other candidates.

Here, we look for the quality and depth

— rather than quantity — of your 

outside-of-class commitments.

Essay: Your essay provides you with the

chance to let us know about you in ways

that may not be covered by the standard

parts of the application. Don’t be shy

about tooting your horn — but don’t fill

your pages with empty words in an effort

to make the application look full.

Include information that will enable us

to make the most informed and fairest

decision.

We read essays with special care, so be

sure to take time with yours and present

yourself in the best light possible. This

should include clear writing and atten-

tion to mechanics such as spelling and

grammar.

Standardized tests

Applicants are required to take the 

SAT I: Reasoning Test and the SAT II:

Writing Test or the test of the American

College Testing Program (ACT). The

SAT or ACT should be taken no later

than January of your senior year.

International students whose first 

language is not English should take the 

Test of English as a Foreign Language

(TOEFL); in some cases, the TOEFL

may substitute for the SAT or ACT.

Early decision

Students who decide that Trinity is their

first choice and who agree to attend if

offered admission may choose to apply

under two options of our Early Decision

Program.

Option 1: All application materials,

except the mid-year secondary school

Admissions

report, must be received no later than

November 15. Notification of decisions

is made by December 15.

Option 2: All application materials must

be received by January 15. Notification

of decision is made by February 15.

Both options require a signed statement

affirming your commitment to attend

Trinity if admitted.

Advanced Placement

Trinity’s academic departments grant

credit and/or advanced standing to 

students who have done well on the

Advanced Placement (AP) exams given

by the College Board. More information,

including specific departmental policies

on AP credits, can be found in the 

academic catalogue.

Dates to Remember!

Early Decision Applicants—Option 1

November 15: Deadline for receipt of
all materials.

December 15: Notification of admission
decision.

Early Decision Applicants—Option 2

January 15: Deadline for receipt of all
materials.

February 15: Notification of admission
decision.

Regular Decision Applicants

January 15: Deadline for receipt of the
Personal Application (Part I) or Common
Application.

February 1: Deadline for receipt of 
the Personal Application (Part II), high
school academic record, teacher 
recommendations, and SAT or ACT
and/or TOEFL scores.

Early April: Notification of admission
decision.
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Credit also will be granted for suffi-

ciently high performance on the United

Kingdom GCSE A Level exams, the

International Baccalaureate, and other

equivalent international examinations.

Deferred admission

Accepted applicants who wish to delay

their matriculation at Trinity may

request a one-year deferral from the

Admissions Office.

Questions?

If you have any questions about applying

to Trinity, please contact the Admissions

Office at 860-297-2180 or

admissions.office@trincoll.edu or visit

our Web site at www.trincoll.edu.

Financial Aid

Trinity currently awards more than 

$24 million in need-based aid to nearly

half of our students. We are committed

to putting the Trinity education within

the reach of promising students with

limited financial means. If we decide that

Trinity is the right college for you — and

you agree — we are determined not to

let money stand in the way of your

attending.

Financial aid is awarded based on

demonstrated need: the cost of attending

Trinity (tuition, room, board, books,

travel, and other allowable personal

expenses) minus the amount you and

your family have shown that you can

afford to pay. Depending upon your level

of need, you may be offered a financial

aid package consisting of grants,

low-interest loans, and/or campus

employment.

As a general rule, apply for aid if you

have any doubts about your ability to

finance your education. Don’t put 

yourself out of contention by assuming

you can’t qualify. You may be surprised:

in one recent freshman class, for exam-

ple, the median family income of

students receiving aid was $65,000.

The College draws approximately 

$14 million annually from its own funds

to underwrite its grant program. Federal

Pell Grants, Perkins Grants, Ford

Grants, state scholarships, private grants,

and private loans are also available.

Finally, Trinity administers a large 

student employment program, under

which jobs are generally offered to any

student who wishes to work.

Questions?

We look forward to working with you

throughout the financial aid process.

If you have questions, please contact the

Financial Aid Office at 1-860-297-2046

or financial_aid@trincoll.edu.

Visiting the Campus

The best way to determine whether or

not Trinity is right for you is to visit.

Take a tour of the campus, talk with 

students and faculty, attend classes,

check out favorite student hangouts,

and sample the local fare at one of

Hartford’s restaurants.

Although an interview is not required,

you may find it helpful to talk with an

admissions officer or one of our student

admissions associates. Our interview

schedule fills quickly in the summer and

fall, so be sure to call well in advance of

your visit if you wish to set up an indi-

vidual appointment. Group information

sessions, conducted by an admissions

representative, provide another way to

ask questions and to learn more about

Trinity.

Individual appointments

Year-round: Appointments are scheduled

Monday through Friday and are gener-

ally reserved for students who have 

completed the junior year of secondary

school.

During the fall, interviews may be sched-

uled on most Saturday mornings. Please

note that there are certain Saturdays

(during Thanksgiving and Homecoming

weekends, for example) when the office is

closed.

Reminder: please confirm all individual

appointments in advance!

Group information sessions

Year-round: Monday through Friday,

10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.

October through early December:

Saturday, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.

Please meet in the lobby of the

Admissions Building.

Tours

Conducted by student guides, campus

tours are scheduled several times each

weekday throughout most of the year

and on many Saturdays from mid-

summer through early December. Tour

schedules are less regular during some

exam, holiday, vacation, and intersession

periods, so call or visit our Web site

(www.trincoll.edu) to check availability

before planning your visit.

Schedule your visit

To schedule an interview or overnight

stay, or to confirm a Saturday visit,

contact the Admissions Office at 

1-860-297-2180 or

admissions.office@trincoll.edu.
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Directions

Hartford is located midway between Boston and 

New York at the junction of east-west Interstate 84

and north-south Interstate 91. The city is served 

by Bradley International Airport and by frequent

Amtrak and bus service. For complete travel direc-

tions to the campus, please check www.trincoll.edu

or call the Admissions Office at 1-860-297-2180.

College overview

• An independent, nonsectarian liberal arts college located in 

the capital city of Hartford, Connecticut

• Student/faculty ratio of 9:1

• 1,900 full-time undergraduate men and women from 46 states

and 41 countries

• Degrees offered: Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science,

Master of Arts

• Consistently ranked among the nation’s best colleges

• Founded in 1823 — one of the oldest colleges in the country

• Nation’s eighth oldest chapter of Phi Beta Kappa

Location

• 100-acre campus in the center of Hartford 

(metro population 857,000)

• Two hours from both New York City and Boston

Residential life

• 95 percent of students live on campus

• Special-interest dormitories for community activists,

music lovers, artists, science students, and others

Courses of study

• Liberal arts focus, offering breadth and depth in 

coursework while developing skills in critical thinking 

and communications as well as a global perspective

• More than 970 courses in 37 majors

• Options to pursue independent course of study, including 

self-designed major

Campus resources

• Fully networked campus, including all student rooms 

in residence halls

• The library and information technology center features one 

of New England’s largest collegiate libraries, with 1,000,000 

books and 2,500 periodicals, on-line catalogue, and computer

access to more than 2,000,000 titles through a library 

consortium, as well as digital media labs and video confer-

encing facilities 

• Public-access computers available 24 hours a day in the 

Mathematics, Computing, and Engineering Center

Trinity Facts
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Studio and performing arts

• Widener Gallery in Austin Arts Center and 

Broad Street Gallery

• Studios for painting, sculpture, drawing, photography,

and printmaking

• Proscenium and “black box” theaters in Austin Arts Center;

two studio performance spaces in Seabury Hall

Alumni

• Graduates pursue additional degrees at leading law,

medical, and other professional and graduate schools

• Work in fields such as the arts, communications, education,

engineering, finance, and government

• Graduates include Fulbright and Watson scholars

2002-2003 finances

Tuition: $27,170

Room: $4,746

Board: $2,884

General fee: $842

Financial aid: Approximately 40 percent of students receive

need-based aid in the form of grants, loans, and/or work-study

Contact Trinity

Telephone: 1-860-297-2180

E-mail: admissions.office@trincoll.edu

Web: www.trincoll.edu

Trinity College does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, 

religion, gender, sexual orientation, handicap, or national or ethnic origin 

in the administration of its education policies, admissions policies, scholarship

and loan programs, and athletic and other College-administered programs.

Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this 

publication, but Trinity College reserves the right to make changes without

prior notice. Trinity College provides the information herein solely for the 

convenience of the reader and, to the extent permissible by law, expressly 

disclaims any liability that may otherwise be incurred.

Real-world opportunities

• Internship placements at more than 200 sites throughout 

Greater Hartford

• Community Learning Initiative comprises about 30 courses 

annually that offer the chance to learn through contact 

with local people and institutions

• Abundant established community service opportunities,

coordinated through Trinity’s Office of Community Service 

and Civic Engagement

• Study abroad opportunities at Trinity’s Rome campus and 

Shanghai semester; our global learning sites in Santiago,

Chile; Kathmandu, Nepal; Moscow, Russia; Cape Town,

South Africa; Barcelona, Spain; Port of Spain, Trinidad;

and Istanbul, Turkey; or with other programs in more than 

40 countries on 5 continents

• Domestic study programs, including Trinity/La MaMa 

Performing Arts in New York City; Trinity/San Francisco;

research in Washington, DC; maritime studies at Mystic 

Seaport; 12-College Exchange; and theater courses at the 

National Theater Institute

Athletics

• 29 varsity men’s and women’s teams compete in the 

New England Small College Athletic Conference

• 12 intramural sports

• Classes in “lifetime” sports such as golf, tennis, squash,

swimming, skiing, and scuba diving

• Ferris Athletic Center houses a swimming pool, fitness center,

crew tanks, basketball courts, new international-size squash 

courts, and indoor track

• 19 acres of playing fields for soccer, field hockey, baseball,

with new field turf surface for lacrosse and football

• 6,500-seat football stadium, 400-meter track, and all-weather 

tennis courts
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