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RIPM guidelines for selection: Journals that:

•seek "comprehensive" 
representation of American 
musical life to 1950 
•treat musical activities in the 
major cities 
•contain informative articles and 
reviews
•are musicological in nature; or 
popular in nature with a valuable 
musical component 

•are recognized as informative 
in the scholarly literature [i.e. 
cited by scholars]
•tend to be written for an 
educated audience, but not to 
the exclusion of more popular 
magazines that offer relevant 
information 
•publish the writings of critics of 
recognized importance 



. . . and that:

•are long running, indicating, at least, that they merit 
appraisal for possible value; or ephemeral if of particular 
value 
•are regularly cited in the press reviews of foreign journals
Notice that periodicals devoted entirely to musical works 
and supplements containing only music are beyond the scope 
of RIPM. RIPM does, however, index all titles of music 
within a periodical it has chosen to treat.



From the Musical Visitor
 

(Boston), Dec 31, 1844, p. 384 



From The Musical Visitor (Cincinnati) December, 1897, ii



From The Musical Visitor (Cincinnati), January, 1894, p. ii



Cover of the first issue of The Euterpiad
 

(New York)



New Journals by Decade

0 1

10 11

17

25

41

80 78

94

71 70

53
49

83

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1800-
1810

1811-
1820

1821-
1829

1830-
1839

1840-
1849

1850-
1859

1860-
1869

1870-
1879

1880-
1889

1890-
1899

1900-
1909

1910-
1919

1920-
1929

1930-
1939

1940-
1949

Decade

Jo
ur

na
ls

 In
iti

at
ed









(*)
 

51 Western
 

(from Jan 1869 Brainard’s) Musical World, 
 running title The Musical World

 
(Cleveland, 1864–78; Chicago, 

 1879–95/Rm) 32 vols., M; music [numeration irregularities; 
 incorp. into 186]   House organ of S. Brainard’s Sons. Davison 

 20; Flandorf 33. Tawa, Preston. Epstein 2
 

YES for RIPM (high 
 priority). Distinguished co‐editor/editor, Karl Merz, from 

 beginning until his death in 1890—see Mathews and files. 
 Regular articles on American composers and musicians.  

 mwd examined Opus reel 2 (reel 1 lacking or unpublished), 
 6, and 11.

Holdings Surrogates

DLC (1); C[Los Angeles Pub.] (2); PPi (1‐25)

Opus 299 (11 reels), filmed from various 

 
sources, and incomplete. Mwd examined reels 

 
2 (reel 1 lacking orunpublished), 6, and 11 

 
[lacks

 

24:277 (Jan.), 24:281‐282 (May, June)]; 

 
ends with v. 25, not 32.

(Many holdings in OCLC, none complete) Brainard’s

 

filmed by NN (incomplete)







American titles now treated by RIPM:

The Euterpeiad, or Musical Intelligencer (Boston, 1820-1823)
The Message Bird (New York, 1849-1852)

The New York Musical World (New York, 1852-1860)
Dwight’s Journal of Music (Boston, 1852-1881)

The Musical Gazette (New York, 1854-1855)
The Musical World (Boston, 1901-1904)

The Negro Music Journal (Washington, D.C., 1902-1903)
Harvard Musical Review (Cambridge, 1912-1916)

Pro-Musica Quarterly (New York, 1923-1929)
Modern Music (New York, 1924-1946)

Musical Mercury (New York, 1934-1939)
The Juilliard Review (New York, 1954-1962)



And these have been announced as forthcoming:

Musical Reporter (Boston, 1841)
The Boston Musical Review (Boston, 1845)

Saroni’s Musical Times (New York, 1849-1852)
The Metronome: A Monthly Review of Music (Boston, 1871-1874)

Church’s Musical Visitor (Cincinnati, 1871-1897)
Musical Review (New York, 1879-1881)

Music: A Monthly Magazine (Chicago, 1891-1902)
The New Music Review and Church Music Review (NY, 1901-1935)

Musical Advance (New York, 1913-1948)
Christensen's Ragtime Review (Chicago, 1914-1918)

The Baton (New York, 1922-1932)
Journal of Musicology (Greenfield, Ohio, 1939-1948)



Thanks for coming, and for your attention!

Contact information:
Mary Wallace Davidson
Librarian emerita, Indiana University
201 Virginia Road
Concord, MA 01742
mdavidso@indiana.edu
978-369-5403

mailto:mdavidso@indiana.edu
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