
Who Chooses Schools and Why?
a special half-day conference

12 noon - 3pm
Tuesday, October 11th, 2005

Mather Student Center, Trinity College, Hartford CT

Our goal:
to bring together parents, practitioners,

policymakers, and researchers
to share what we know -- and still need to learn -- about

parental participation and student outcomes
regarding public and private school choice in Greater Hartford

Focusing on:
- magnet schools
- charter schools

- Capitol Region Choice Program
- Children’s Educational Opportunity Foundation

- Mayor Perez’s independent schools initiative

Co-sponsored by:
The University of Connecticut

Center for Education Policy Analysis
at the Neag School of Education

and the

Cities, Suburbs & Schools Research Project
Educational Studies Program, Trinity College

All conference materials will be posted on the web at:
www.trincoll.edu/depts/educ/css



CONFERENCE PROGRAM

12:00 Welcoming and Lunch

12:10 Presentations -- What do we currently know?
“Public and Private School Choice in Greater Hartford: A Brief Overview and Computer
Mapping Analysis”
by Jack Dougherty and Naralys Estevez, Trinity College

“What Do Parents Want?”
by Courtney Bell, University of Connecticut

“What Are the Outcomes of Choice Programs?”
by Casey Cobb, University of Connecticut

1 - 1:30pm  Small Group Discussions, part one -- What do we still need to know about
school choice?
focused discussions to identify questions that still need to be answered, with Trinity student
researchers as notetakers

1:30pm  Coffee break

1:40 - 2pm Small Group Discussions, part two -- Reporting back

2 - 3pm  Response Panel – Views from public & private choice programs
five-minute responses from panelists, followed by question & answer with audience
panelists:
- Delores Bolton, Assistant Superintendent of Magnet Schools, Hartford Public Schools
- Bruce Douglas, Executive Director, Capitol Region Education Council
- Mayor Eddie Perez, City of Hartford
- Michael Sharpe, Chief Executive Officer, Jumoke Academy charter school, Hartford
- Donald K. Wilson, Executive Director, Children’s Educational Opportunity Foundation of
Connecticut



Conference participants:

Aaron Altman
Student researcher, Trinity College
aaron.altman@trincoll.edu

Lew Andrews
Executive Director
Yankee Institute for Public Policy
lew@yankeeinstitute.org

Rachael Barlow
Social Science Data Coordinator
Trinity College
rachael.barlow@trincoll.edu

Courtney Bell
Professor, U Conn
courtney.bell@uconn.edu

Robert Bifulco
Professor, U Conn
robert.bifulco@uconn.edu

Delores Bolton
Assistant Superintendent
of Magnet Schools
Hartford Public Schools
boltd001@hartfordschools.org

Nancy Cappello
Education Consultant
CT State Dept of Education
nancy.cappello@po.state.ct.us

Dennis Carrithers
Assistant Executive Director
CT Association of Schools (CAS)
dcarrithers@casciac.org

Spencer Clapp
Principal
Connecticut International
Baccalureate Academy
sclapp@cibanet.org

Susan Clarke
Professor, Quinnipiac University
Susan.Clarke@quinnipiac.edu

Timothy Cleary
Student researcher, Trinity College
timothy.cleary@trincoll.edu

Casey Cobb
Professor, U Conn
casey.cobb@uconn.edu

Laurence Cohen
columnist
Hartford Courant
cohencolumn@aol.com

Patrick Curry
The Hartford
Patrick.curry@thehartford.com

Laura Cutler
Student researcher, Trinity College
laura.cutler@trincoll.edu

Daniel Cyr
Capitol Region Education Council

Dianne Caplan de Vries
Project Director
CT Coalition for Justice
and Education Funding
Dianne@ccjef.org

Martha Deeds
Student researcher, Trinity College
martha.deeds@trincoll.edu

Sister Patricia Dora
St. Augustine School, Hartford

Jack Dougherty
Professor, Trinity College
jack.dougherty@trincoll.edu

Bruce Douglas
Executive Director
Capitol Region Education Council
bdouglas@crec.org

Craig Esposito
Graduate Student, U Conn



Naralys Estevez
Student researcher, Trinity College
naralys.estevez@trincoll.edu

Kathy Evans
Program Development Director
Organized Parents Make A Difference
(OPMAD)
opmad@opmad.org

Michelle Femc-Bagwell
UCAPP Coordinator, U Conn

Joseph Gallucci
Superintendent, East Windsor
 jgallucci@ewindsor.k12.ct.us

Chabeli Gonzalez
Youth Action Project, Hartford
chichi1305@yahoo.com

Rachel Gottlieb
education reporter
Hartford Courant
RGottlieb@courant.com

Cecilia Green
Principal
Hartford Magnet Middle School
cgreen@crec.org

Eric Haas
Professor, U Conn

Jack Hasegawa
Bureau Chief, Office of Educ Equity
CT State Dept of Education
jack.hasegawa@po.state.ct.us

Barbara Henriques
Professor, Trinity College
barbara.henriques@trincoll.edu

William Howe
Education Consultant
for Multicultural Ed and Gender Equity
CT State Dept of Education
William.Howe@po.state.ct.us

Courtney Hugo
Student researcher, Trinity College
courtney.hugo@trincoll.edu

Patsy Johnson
Professor, U Conn

Vanessa Kass
Graduate Student, U Conn

Mark Linabury
Charter Schools
CT State Dept of Education
mark.linabury@po.state.ct.us

Bob Long
Hartford Board of Education
glongr@sbcglobal.net

Alain Lopez
Create Change, Hartford
alain.lopez@trincoll.edu

Bill Magnotta
Magnet Schools
CT State Dept of Education
william.magnotta@po.state.ct.us

Theresa McGrath
Education Specialist
Yankee Institute for Public Policy
theresa@yankeeinstitute.org

Ada Miranda
Hartford Board of Education
amiranda@crec.org

Heather Moore
Student researcher, Trinity College
heather.moore@trincoll.edu

Lucielle Nickerson
Program Director
CEO Foundation of CT
Lnickerson@nickerson-zegarelli.com

Nivia Nieves
Student researcher, Trinity College
nivia.nieves@trincoll.edu



Mark O'Donnell
Director of Grants and Development
Capitol Region Education Council
modonnell@crec.org

Nessa Oram
Director, Capitol Region Choice Progam
Capitol Region Education Council
noram@crec.org

Colleen Palmer
Deputy Executive Director
Capitol Region Education Council
cpalmer@crec.org

Lis Pennington
Student researcher, Trinity College
elisabeth.pennington@trincoll.edu

Eddie Perez
Mayor
City of Hartford
eperez@hartford.gov

Rick Porth
Vice President for Grantmaking
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
rporth@hfpg.org

Francia Prescott
Leadership Greater Hartford
Francia.Prescott@leadershipgh.org

Meena Rehor
Parent Advisory Committee, Enfield
rehorfamily@cox.net

Marcus Rivera
Hartford Monitor
CT State Dept of Education
marcus.rivera@po.state.ct.us

Kelvin Roldan
Special Asst to the Mayor
City of Hartford
kroldan@hartford.gov

Danielle Rowan
Student researcher, Trinity College

danielle.rowan@trincoll.edu

Michael Sacks
Professor, Trinity College
michael.sacks@trincoll.edu

Renita Satchell
Staff, Capitol Region Choice Program
Capitol Region Education Council
rsatchell@crec.org

Brenda Schack
Program, Info, and Tech Manager
Citizens' Research Education Network
(CREN)
brenda.schack@hartnet.org

Carlota Schechter
Professor, St. Joseph College
cschechter@sjc.edu

Michael Sharpe
Director
Jumoke Academy
sharpem@jumokeacademy.org

Elizabeth Horton Sheff
City Council Member
City of Hartford
ehortonsheff@ci.hartford.ct.us

Martha Stone
Director
Center for Children's Advocacy
U Conn Law School
mstone@law.uconn.edu

Timothy Sullivan
Principal
Greater Hartford Classical Magnet School
tsullivan@hartfordschools.org

Howard Thiery
Principal
Greater Hartford Academy
of Mathematics and Science
hthiery@crec.org

Joe Townsley
General Director of Magnet Schools



Capitol Region Education Council
jtownsley@crec.org

Sarah Whittemore
Student researcher, Trinity College
sarah.whittemore@trincoll.edu

Donald Wilson
Executive Director
CEO Foundation of CT

dwilson465@aol.com

Amy Winans
Professor, Susquehannah University
winans@susqu.edu

Sam Zivin
Student researcher, Trinity College
samuel.zivin@trincoll.edu

About the conference organizers:
Courtney Bell is an assistant professor of curriculum and instruction at the Neag School of
Education at the University of Connecticut. She received her bachelor’s degree in chemistry
at Dartmouth College and her doctorate in the curriculum, teaching, and educational policy
program at Michigan State University. Bell’s research investigates how and why parents
choose schools among the varying public, private, and religious educational institutions that
are available to them. Based on interviews she conducted in Detroit, parents’ preferences are
deeply influenced by their cultural understandings of their children, schools, and
communities. Email: courtney.bell@uconn.edu

Casey Cobb is an assistant professor of education policy and director of the Center for
Education Policy Analysis at the Neag School of Education at the University of Connecticut.
He received his bachelor’s degree in economics at Harvard and his doctorate in educational
leadership and policy studies at Arizona State University. His previous research focused on
Arizona, using geographic information system (GIS) computer mapping to test whether
charter schools increased student racial separation more than traditional public schools.
Email: casey.cobb@uconn.edu

 Jack Dougherty is an associate professor and director of the Educational Studies Program at
Trinity College. He received his bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Swarthmore College
and his doctorate in educational policy studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Through the Cities, Suburbs, and Schools Research Project at Trinity, Dougherty and his
students are studying the changing relationship between public education and private real
estate markets in metropolitan Hartford over the past fifty years.
Email: jack.dougherty@trincoll.edu
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See additional references to Hartford area research
on the Cities, Suburbs, and Schools website:
http://www.trincoll.edu/depts/educ/css


