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Introduction

Inspired by our curiousity about the effect of development around campus on the local community, "Women and Urban
Development® emerged as this issue's topic. Including Trinity's administrators and non-tenured scholars as contributors,
also resulted in a pleasantly feminist issue by including the expertise of Trinity’s unsung scholars. Alta Lash, Director of
Trinity Center for Neighborhoods, Anne Lundberg Utz, Director of Intemnship Programs, and Dr. Janet Bauer, Assistant
Director, Trinity Center for Collaborative Teaching have contributed engaging essays on this challenging topic. These
women discuss issues ranging from overdue tribute to Hartford’s female political advocates to worldwide educational
discrimination. They have taken on the formidable challenge of compiling their expertise and applying it to the broad topic
of Women and Urban Development.

Alta Lash celebrates the invaluable contributions of female neighborhood leaders in Frog Hollow and other Hartford
areas. Urban women's grass roots contributions have been overshadowed by powerful men whose monetary contribu-
tions facilitate their public recognition. Lash acknowledges the grass roots political activism of Hartford women who
focused on the practical needs of their neighbors. They were instrumental in establishing and running “schools, organiza-
tions and clubs” in addition to battling landlords and developers. With littie hope of recognition, these women worked to
improve lives with their presence. Hartford's women activists continue to face the poverty and injustice of the struggling
communities that surround the affiuence of Trinity College. They embody the power and perseverance of great leaders
and their kudos are long overdue. Their investment in Frog Hollow and surrounding communities is tempered by empathy
and motivated by a genuine desire to enrich the lives of residents.

Anne Lundberg Utz contributed an excerpt of her Masters Thesis about the life and work of Mary Hall. Mary Hall
forged a career for herself as a lawyer at the turn of the century and became a powerful activist who was able to work
within the conservative, male dominated arena of political activism in Hartford. Like many women activists, past and
present, she was effective because she tempered her feminist ideals by allying herself to a conventional/conservative
endeavor. Her creation of the Good Will Club for Boys allowed her to help underprivileged boys in the Hartford commu-
nity while maintaining the favor of male politicians. Despite Hall's elitism, she was able to work within the framework of
early 20th century urban politics to foster support for disadvantaged young men. Her life was full of remarkable accom-
plishments and Utz has written a comprehensive tribute to Hall's life and work.

Dr. Janet Bauer provides amazing breadth to this examination of urban life by discussing world-wide urban issues and
exposing the educational discrimination poor children endure. Her extensive travels and field work from Kansas City,
Missouri to Teheran, Iran, exempiifies her academic expertise about the inequity of education for poor children, especially
poor girls. Hartford is part of a global community that suffers similar injustices dealing with racism and poverty. Education
is touted as the best solution to urban children’s economic and occupational empowemment. Urban children around the
world, however, have different realities that interfere with their education (the need to work to help support their families,
for example). These children also must battle assumptions made by educators and communities. Assumptions about
the limited academic futures of migrant farmer's children, for example, discourage educators and communities from
investing in their education. Basic education is a fundamental right for all people, but there is nothing basic about the
barriers to providing the most effective and equitable education to the embattied urban children of the world.

The unsung sheros of Frog Hollow and Hartford have transcended the tradition of women's activism embraced by
Mary Hall, whose contributions sparkle through the fog created by local historians who would have you believe only men
contributed to the welfare of the city. The activism of today's sheros overlap and expand the fight to improve urban areas
by addressing the many complicated issues that threaten the education, empowerment and survival of urban communi-
ties. Dr. Bauer shares her experiences and expertise about the dangers of applying a simple solution, basic education, to
a complex societal problem.

The Feminist Scholarship Review is a collection of essays typically contributed to by professors with academic
expertise in curricular disciplines. Professors do not have a comer on expertise, however, and this issue suggests
honoring the field work, non-academic and academic work of the women herein. This issue is about honoring the existing
scholarship on and around this campus and the activism we have left unsung. The authors and subjects of these essays
have employed their scholarship and energy to empower existing communities instead of tearing them down and starting
over. Itis an honor to share their work with you.

Beth Miller-Lee






