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Letter from the
Interim Director

As the Interim Director, I wanted to
take a moment to invite the students,
faculty, and staff of Trinity to stop by
the Women'’s center to introduce
themselves. In addition, I encourage
everyone to become involved in the
planning of Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Week. The Sexual Assault Task
Force will be meeting on Thursday
evenings in March to plan events for
Sexual Assault Awareness Week, the
second week of April. If you would
like more information, please contact
Cari Salisbury at x3444. In celebra-
tion of Women's History Month, we
will be co-sponsoring "Sexuality and
Feminism: A Symposium and Dia-
logue" on March 16th at 7pm in
Rittenburg Lounge. We also have nu-
merous other events planned
throughout the Spring. Feel free to
stop by and learn more, or call x2408.
I look forward to meeting you —

Robin Spath
Interim Director
Trinity College Women's Center
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On the 25th Anniversary

of Roe v. Wade:

A Forum Discussion

These views are by no means exhaustive of
the positions that individuals may take, nor
are they necessarily representative of beliefs
held by the Women's Center. Not all women
are feminists, nor do all feminist women hold
the same views on abortion.

“Feminists For Life?”
by SarahAnne Cutler

On Wednesday, February 11,
a lecture was given by Serrin Foster,
the executive Director of Feminists
for Life of America, titled “The Femi-
nist Case Against Abortion.” The lec-
ture was sponsored by the Catholic
Campus Ministry, The Chapel and
The Dean of Students. Foster spoke
for a little over an hour on the devel-
opment of what she considered femi-
nist grounds for the anti-abortion ac-
tivism of her organization. She de-
scribed what she called the “subver-
sion of feminism by pro-abortion ac-
tivists in the 60s” and proposed a re-
turn to the feminism of days of old.
She discussed a return to the feminism
of “the early American feminists™ like
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia
Mott in order that “genuine equal
rights” could be extended “to all
groups including men and certainly
children.” She closed her talk with a
proposition for work to be done on
campus to secure support for
women’s choices. Unfortunately,
Foster’s information was historically

selective, and her lecture, in my opin-
continued on page 3

“Pro-Life Feminism”
This essay was taken from Prolife Femi-

nism Online at http://members.aol.com/
prolifefem/prolifefem.html

Prolife feminism is radical
feminism—radical in the sense that:
It gets at the very roots of gender in-
justice; It has long and deep roots in
the centuries-long struggle for
women'’s equality; It has enduring
connections to the struggles for peace,
child welfare, the rights of oppressed
minorities, the abolition of the death
penalty, and concern for animals and

the environment. :
continued on page 5

“On Being Catholic and

Pro-Choice”
by Maureen Kay

Can the words Catholic and
pro-choice peacefully coexist? I be-
lieve that they can. I was raised in a
Roman Catholic family and attended
Catholic schools for twelve years.
My religion has always been an in-
tricate part of my life and a strong part
of who I have chosen to become as a
person. So, how is it that I can now
commit myself to the pro-choice
movement and still remain Catholic?
Don’t these two beliefs directly op-
pose each other? To understand how
I can assert this with such confidence,
I will share how I came to support

the pro-choice movement.
continued on page 4



Si.sterhood is Global

news from around the world

| German Government Defies
Pope, Supports Abortion

Counseling

The German government has an-
nounced that it supports continued
abortion counseling by Roman
Catholic clergy in their country. Cur-
rently, women in Germany must first
contact a counselor who is knowl-
edgeable about aid for mothers and
children before seeking an abortion.
The government’s support is a rebut-
tal to an upcoming letter from Pope
John Paul II which will urge German
clergy to discontinue the counseling.
Rita Suessmuth, speaker of the Ger-
man Parliament, urged the clergy to
1gnore the Pope's letter, claiming that
for Christians, “the rule is always to
aid people in need.”

[Source: Nando.net - 1/20/98]

British Women to Serve in

Combat
Army chiefs in England have decided
to allow women to serve on the front
lines in combat. The army and the
Military of Defense are endorsing a
“principle of sexual parity,” in re-
sponse to national opinions which
;favor equality for the sexes in all
roles. “We recognize the social trends
of the country, and although our ma-
jor concern is our combat effective-
ness, we still have to represent the
nation,” said a Military of Defense
representative. Opponents of the new
law worry that the move is premature.
They are concerned that the nation
will not react favorably to women
being killed in combat and that the
army will not remain a strong force
ready to defend in a time of need.
Currently, women serve in 42% of the

British army’s 136 categories. This
spring women will be admitted into
70% of the categories, while “gender-
free” selection tests become the norm.
[Source: London Sunday Times - 1/18/98)

Lesbian Couple Register as
Partners in Netherlands

Irma van Praag and Anna Kreuger
became the first lesbian couple to use
the Netherlands’ national “Registra-
tion of Partnership.” The registry be-
came available on January 1 with a
two-week waiting period after filing,
and entitles gay and lesbian couples
to all the advantages of a legal mar-
riage, with the exception of joint
adoption. The extension of marriage
laws is currently under review by the
government and has already been ap-
proved by the Netherlands’ Parlia-
ment. New marriage laws are ex-
pected to be in place by May of 1998.
[Source: PlanetOut - 1/15/98)

Sexual Harassment Punish-
able in Thailand

Women in Thailand will soon be able
to sue for sexual harassment in the
workplace. The law prohibits em-
ployers and superiors from harassing
women through words or actions.
Violators will be fined $375. The new
regulations are part of a labor protec-
tion law awaiting signature by the
King. Although the wording is vague,
allowing the courts to decide what
constitutes sexual harassment, Thai
women seem pleased. Sen. Saisuree
Chutkul, a Thailand legislator, said,
“This law warns men to be aware. We
have dignity, we are also human be-
ings. Sexual harassment is just not
right.” [Source: New York Times -1/15/98]

Turkish Women’s Groups
Protest Mandatory Virginity
Tests

Women'’s organizations are outraged
by comments made by Turkey's Min-
ister of State for Women’s Affairs,
Isilay Saygin, supporting forced vir-
ginity tests for young women. Saygin
called the tests a “necessity.” The
practice, said Sirin Teteli, the presi-
dent of women’s rights group, KA-
DER, is a “nasty and patriarchal tra-
dition” and has driven women to sui-
cide. Saygin responded, “Girls who
have committed suicide because they
were forced to take a virginity test
would have committed suicide any-
way.” The women’s groups said
Saygin’s comment is a reflection of
oppression based on fundamental tra-
dition and religion in the Middle East.
“This is just one manifestation of the
fundamental problem, that women
are treated as objects of family
honor,” Teteli said. [Source: AFP- 1/8/98)

Chinese Woman Jumps from

Window to Escape Forced

Prostitution
A 23-year-old Chinese woman, Tang
Shengli, jumped from a second story
window, to avoid being forced into
prostitution. “I would like to tell all
of society with my own blood that
women's spirit cannot be humili-
ated,” said Shengli, who is now para-
lyzed from the waist down. Shengli
and other women were locked in a
room, and forced to watch porno-
graphic videos. They were told to
study the videos for later use as pros-
titutes. [Source: AFP - 1/8/98)
All of these stories were found at the

Feminist Majority Hompage:

www.feminist.org







