Feminist Scholarship Review

Helen Hunt Jackson, author and reformer of Native American policy in the U.S. (1830-1885)




Feminist Scholarship Review

Creator and Editor
Deborah Rose O’Neal

(Visiting Lecturer in the Writing Center)

Contributers: Produced by:
Linda McKinney Jennifer Guy
(Reference Librarian) (Class of 1997)

Diane Martell
(Coordinator of the Women’s Center)

Jennifer Guy
(Class of 1997)

Feminist Scholarship Review
is a project of the Trinity College Women’s Center




Table of Contents

Letter From the Editor
Women’s Center: Reviewed Sources
Report: Women's Studies/Feminist Information on the Internet
Trinity College Library: Additional Sources

Women’s Center: Additional Sources



Letter from the Editor

Letter from the Editor:

Feminist modes of research. The topic of this issue of ESR sounded distant to me,
cool, theoretical. | wasn't sure | had anything to say about it. At least not until | began
to read some articles which employed oral histories and researcher interpretations of
those histories. Then the subject came to life for me. Reading the Scanlon article
which is reviewed later in this issue of ESR illuminated some of the knotty issues
involved in research methods that have the courage to take subjects and readers into
account. | still wondered how this related to me, though, and what | could say about
that relationship. Suddenly, | knew.

Many years ago, newly married and recently relocated to a small town in
Massachusetts, | became pregnant and, unfortunately, suffered a miscarriage. | had
few acquaintances in this new location, and virtually no support group. | felt isolated,
vulnerable, lost. By chance, and simply for “factual” information, | bought the original
edition of Qur Bodies, Qurselves. It was a slim volume compared to today's edition. |
located the chapter on miscarriage, and was surprised to see that oral histories of
women who had undergone this experience were included in the editors’ definition of
what was important to know about this topic. Personal stories were validated here in
print, and through them, my own story was taken into account, as well. | read and
reread those women's words countless times, and found, in them, my temporary
support group. Some months later when | became pregnant again (with the baby who
is now a senior in college!), | read the section on pregnancy and tried to assuage my
fears and confirm my hopes through the stories of the women who spoke to me from
the pages of that section of the book.

We come back, perhaps, to women’s words, the topic of ESR in our Spring, 1993
issue. The expression of human experience and its interpretation by an audience is
key to our sense of commonality, struggle and comfort. The “abstract” topic of feminist
research is as concrete as our everyday experience, our everyday concerns and joys.

---Deborah Rose O'Neal






