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Paradise Found: Empowering Women of the Caribbean

Feminist Scholarship Review

The Women’s Center is proud to introduce our 2005 Feminist Scholarship
Review. Each year, our goal is to choose a topic of interest and importance to men and
women on campus and nationwide. This year, we were fortunate enough to be
approached by a Trinity College senior extremely knowledgeable about, and interested
in, Cuban women’s rights, and from there, we decided to create our theme around this
issue: the empowerment of Caribbean women.

This tropical region is customarily known for its beautiful beaches, exclusive
resorts, and abundance of culture. As Americans, we are often quick to assume that
women of other nations aren’t organizing to overcome their oppression, simply because
we are not aware of their history, culture and current national movements. This might
sound extremely ignorant, yet realistically we often take our freedom, safety, and peace
for granted, and it has become somewhat of a luxury to disregard matters that are not
frequently broadcast in our media. Until we embarked on this journal, neither of us had
enjoyed the opportunity to explore issues concerning this area of the world. Now, we are
both excited and intrigued about the prospect of learning more about the issues of
Caribbean women.

In her essay, Stefanie Lopez-Boy, an accomplished Trinity senior, investigates
modern and historical issues concerning the social and political roles of Cuban women.
As a young Cuban woman, raised by her tradition-bound grandmother, Stefanie portrays
the revolutionary changes made regarding gender equity, within the confines of tradition
and patriarchy. Her piece encourages us to delve deeper and learn from women’s
struggles in a nation only ninety miles from the United States

Janet Bauer, Associate Professor of International Studies and Director of the
Women, Gender and Sexuality Program, has spent a significant time on the island of
Trinidad, working and conducting research at the Islamic Academy for Women. In her
submission, she explores traditional Muslim women practices and how they are affected
by modemnity and culture on the island.

We hope you’ll enjoy these personal accounts of women’s lives in the Caribbean
and take away a deeper understanding of their role in today’s society. Enjoy!

Mary Jane Frisbee and Kathryn Hurley, Editors






