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Ten Key Values of the Green Party

1. GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY Every human being
deserves a say in the decisions that affect their lives
and not be subject to the will of another. Therefore, we
will work to increase public participation at every level
of government and to ensure that our public
representatives are fully accountable to the people who
clect them. We will also work to create new types of
political organizations which expand the process of
participatory democracy by directly including citizens
in the decision-making process.
2.SOCIALJUSTICEAND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
All persons should have the rights and opportunity to
benefit equally from the resources afforded us by
society and the environment. We must consciously
confront in ourselves, our organizations, and society at
large, barriers such as racism and class oppression,
sexism and homophobia, ageism and disability, which
act to deny fair treatment and equal justice under the
law.

3. ECOLOGICAL WISDOM Human societies must
operate with the understanding that we are part of
nature, not separate from nature. We must maintain an
ecological balance and live within the ecological and
resource limits of our communities and our planet. We
support a sustainable society which utilizes resources
in such a way that future generations will benefit and
not suffer from the practices of our generation. To this
end we must practice agriculture which replenishes the
soil; move 1o an energy efficient economy; and live in
ways that respect the integrity of natural systems.

4. NON-VIOLENCE It is essential that we develop
effective alternatives o society’s current patterns of
violence. We will work to demilitarize, and eliminate
weapons of mass destruction, without being naive
about the intentions of other governments. We
recognize the need for seif-defense and the defense of
others who are in helpless situations. We promote non-
violent methods to oppose practices and policies with
which we disagree, and will guide our actions toward
lasting personal, community and global peace.

5. DECENTRALIZATION Centralization of wealth and
power contributes 1o social and economic injustice,
environmental destruction, and militarization.
Therefore, we support a restructuring of social, political
and economic institutions away from a system which is
controlled by and mostly benefits the powerful few, toa
democratic, less bureaucratic system, Decision-making
should, as much as possible, remain at the individual

6. COMMUNITY-BASED ECONOMICS AND
ECONOMIC JUSTICE We recognize it is essential to
create a vibrant and sustainable economic system, one
that can create jobs and provide a decent standard of
living for all people while maintaining a healthy
ecological balance. A successful economic system will
offer meaningful work with dignity, while paying a “living
wage" which reflects the real value of a person’s work.
Local communities must look to economic development
that assures protection of the environment and workers’
rights; broad citizen participation in planning; and
enhancement of our “quality of life.” We support
independently owned and operated companies which are
socially responsible, as well as co-operatives and public
enterprises that distribute resources and control to more
people through democratic participation.

7. FEMINISM AND GENDER EQUITY We have inherited
a social system based on male domination of politics and
economics, We call for the replacement of the cultural
ethics of domination and control with more cooperative
ways of interacting that respect differences of opinion
and gender. Human values such as equity between the
sexes, interpersonal responsibility, and honesty must be
developed with moral conscience. We should remember
that the process that determines our decisions and
actions is just as important as achieving the outcome we
want.

8. RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY We believe it is important
to value cultural, ethnic, racial, sexual, religious and
spiritual diversity, and to promote the development of
respectful relationships across these lines.

We believe that the many diverse elements of society
should be reflected in our organizations and decision-
making bodies, and we support the leadership of people
who have been traditionally closed out of leadership
roles. We acknowledge and encourage respect for other
life forms than our own and the preservation of
biodiversity.

9. PERSONALAND GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY We
encourage individuals to act to improve their personal
well-being and, at the same time, to enhance ecological
balance and social harmony. We seek 1o join with people
and organizations around the world to foster peace,
economic justice, and the health of the planet.

10. FUTURE FOCUS AND SUSTAINABILITY Our
actions and policies should be motivated by long-term
goals. We seek to protect valuable natural resources,
safely disposing of or “unmaking” all waste we create,
while developing a sustainable economics that does not
depend on continual expansion for survival, We must
counterbalance the drive for short-term profits by
assuring that economic development, new technologies,
and fiscal policies are responsible to future generations
who will inherit the results of our actions.

For further information on the 2004 Platform, visit:
hup:/fwww.gp.org/platform/2004/index. htm!

and local level, while assuring that civil rights are
rotected for all citizens.




Democratic Party
Platform

Top Ten Reasons why students stand with
Kerry-Edwards and the Democratic Ticket

10. Advocate for working Americans by increasing the
minimum wage from $5.15 to $7.00,

19.Free America from its dangerous dependence on
Mideast oil by exploring and developing new energy

ources, investing in new technologies, and ensuring that
resources such as coal and natural gas are used more
fficiently and cleanly.

.Fight for a cleaner, safer environment by vigorously
nforcing rules to keep air and water safe, protecting
atural resources, and cleaning up toxic waste sites.

7.Expand opportunity in jobs, education, and health care
through an agenda that will benefit all Americans, not just
the very wealthy; rigorously enforce our Civil Rights laws;

ppoint judges with a record of enforcing that nation’s
ivil rights and anti-discrimination laws; support civil
unions, end discrimination, and protect Gay and Lesbian
familics.

6. Trust women to make their own decisions about
reproductive health care; stop blocking access to family
planning; and protecting Roe vs. Wade.

5.Ensure access to affordable health care for every

IAmerican by cutting family premiums and expanding

coverage; giving tax cuts to 98% of all Americans and

hifting cuts to middle-class families who need it most
ther than the wealthiest Americans.

.Keep families safer at home by supporting our first
efenders, securing our ports and borders, and keeping us
afer abroad with real alliances and better intelligence.

3.Launch and lead a new era of alliances to better respond
to the threat of terrorism; modernize the world's most
powerful military to meet new threats; and deploy all our
diplomacy, our intelligence system, our economic power,
land the appeal of our values and ideas to make America
more secure and prevent a new generation of terrorists
from emerging.

Information provided by the Trinity College Democrats.
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2. Create good-paying jobs by cutting taxes f<‘>*r
businesses that create jobs here in America instead of
moving overseas; make Washington live within a budget
to prevent young Americans from having to pick up the
tab later on; invest in high-tech jobs of tomorrow and in
training our workers to fill them.

1. Expand access to higher education and make it easier
for students to afford college by offering fully refundable
College Oopportunity Tax credit on up to $4,000 of tuition
for every year of college and offering aid to states that
keep tuitions down.

Republican Party
¥ Platform

The Republican Party believes in the moral vision and
personal responsibilities set forth by our founding
fathers, Republicans sponsor a very specific long term
agenda: reducing the size of government and instilling
personal responsibility and morality in our citizens.
While this is the most general picture of the Republican
platform we feel that the following details exposed in
President Bush's agenda “A Plan for A Safer World and
More Hopeful America” will accomplish the end goals
we seek. The President seeks to achieve the goals of
limited government and personal responsibility through
a carefully constructed agenda for the 21st century.
The highlights of the agenda are as follows:

Creating Opportunity for America's Workers

* Reforming Americas High Schools: President Bush
will provide $250 Million annually to extend state
assessment of student reading and math skills

e Jobs For the 21" Century: President Bush will
provide $500 Million for Jobs for the 21" century,
which will help educates and train high-skilled
American workers in schools and community
colleges.

e  Tax Reform: President Bush will again work to make
the tax code simpler for taxpayers, encourage
savings and investment, and improve the
economy’s ability to create jobs and raise wages.

*  Opportunity Zones: President Bush will create new
Opportunity Zones, which will encourage public
and private investment and provide priority
consideration for Federal benefits to communities

that are under economic hardship l







