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“O DIOTIMA,” 1 ASKED, "WiO AKE THOJSE
WO LOVE WISDOIN
[F NOT THE WISE OK THE IGNORANT ?”

“BY NOW CERTAINLY IT WONLD BE CLEAK
EVEN TO 4 CHILD,” SHE REPLIED,
“THAT THEYT ARE THOJSE WO ARLC IN 4 STATE
PETWELN DCJSIKE AND WISDOIM,

ONE OF WHOri 1S EROJ.
TO PE SURE WISDOIM 1S ArONG
THE MOJST BCANTIFVL OF THINGS
AND EROJS 15 THE LOVE OFF BEANTT;
AND SO EROJS MUST BE 4 LOVER OF WISDOIM,
AND PEING 4 LOVER OF WISDOIM,
HE LIES BETWEEN W1SDOIr AND [GNOKANCE.”

- PLATO, SYMPOSININ
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Introduction

After presenting a topic for the Feminist Scholarship Review, I ask this amorphous question
of our contributors: “Write about women and your field of expertise.” The responses from the
brave scholars who take it on are vast and interesting. Though, honestly, it is exactly the kind of
question I would complain about if a professor gave it to me. Philosophy gives me the same lost
and overwhelmed feeling giant questions give me.

For me, philosophy (as a discipline) teases me with the false security of an often simply stated
idea before the questioning starts and the ground shifts, dumping me into weightless space and
giving me a headache. Then there are those brave souls who actually sign up for or major in
philosophy! THEN there are the few who pursue doctorate degrees in philosophy and make a
lifelong pursuit of it! Dr. Helen Lang, Dr. Drew Hyland and Dr. Dan Lloyd are the brave phi-
losophers who graciously contributed their gleanings on women and philosophy to this issue.

Dr. Helen Lang is the Director of the Trinity College Philosophy Department. Her essay is
about the woman philosopher she knows best: herself. Lang discusses balancing the daily re-
sponsibilities of motherhood and scholarship. Lang then implies a simple question: “What is
your personal philosophy and how does it inform all aspects of your life?” Lang’s life philoso-
phy is based upon Philosophy as a discipline which she applies by “examining arguments and
ideas” through her “individual context of experience.” This essay explores the continuity of life
between its competing aspects and Lang’s personal philosophy that informs her actions and
untangles commitments, responsibilities and experiences.

Dr. Drew Hyland reflects on postmodernist feminist review of Platonic dialogue.
Postmodernism is invaluable for validating women’s experiences of being left out of history. It
can, however, complicate true historical understanding by inappropriately injecting modern
consciousness and social reality into Plato’s intention, for example. Hyland suggests Platonic
dialogue is not an outline of gender dynamics in ancient Greece. As drama, the Platonic dia-
logues could have reflected any social reality. Hyland explains the difference between modern
feminism which focuses on “ethical, political or social justice principles” and the intention of
Platonic dialogues: to explore the nature of philosophy.

Dr. Dan Lloyd relates The Connected Classroom, teaching forum to Platonic dialogue uphold-
ing both as ideal teaching methods. The Connected Classroom honors cooperative dialogue
between students and teachers which diffuses the power imbalance of the lecture form. Equality
and dialogue, according to Hyland, will forge the path to wisdom embraced by Socrates and
Plato. Lloyd joins erotic energy and pursuit of wisdom, describing eros as the charge of inspira-
tion that can foster wisdom through the intimate exchange of knowledge.

Reading each essay and observing the absence of women between ancient Greece and con-
temporary America, | immediately thought of Virginia Woolf’s philosophy in “A Room of One’s
Own,” that women could not become great writers until they had a legacy of ancestral women
writers upon whom to lean. Women philosophers, those lost in the past and those struggling
today, still wait for their legacy to evolve. Meanwhile, scholars like Lang, Hyland and Lloyd have
contributed their voices and expertise to the growing discourse on Women and Philosophy.

Beth Miller-Lee






