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TRAVELING IN WOMEN’S SHOES

Feminist Scholarship Review
Introduction

The way we view ourselves is based on a variety of factors including
age, sex, and nationality. The country that we are born in is a major factor
in determining whom we become. Traveling can force us to examine our own
identities and highlight the various cultural differences between women
around the world. Each of the women who are published in this issue of the
Feminist Scholarship Review has lived a unique experience abroad. Their
essays do not claim to define the way in which women live in various
countries, yet are a study of how women are viewed throughout the world.
The reality of being a woman differs greatly from country to country. These
contributions allow us a glimpse of women’s treatment abroad. These
snapshots of their lives are these women authors effort to share their
experiences with us. For all those who have lived or traveled abroad,
especially women, it is important to learn and consider how we are

perceived across the globe, and why.

Editors: Kathryn Broad, 06 and Chelsea King, ‘06



The Personal and the Political in India
Meena Gopal, Women, Gender and Sexuality

It is opportune that I begin to write this piece at the intersections of Black History
Month and the Women’s History Month, during my visit to Trinity College, at Hartford
this spring. It has put in perspective and raised a lot of issues around race, class, gender
and socio-economic disparities in America, and I notice that the city of Hartford in
particular is an example of this. It made me realize that, even as Bush visits India, things
here are not very different from back home.

March is a heady time in India for women’s activism; it is a time when women'’s
organizations come together to demonstrate solidarity, but also reiterate the resistance
that they pose against the state and patriarchal society. It is also the time to realize that
many of the battles that were fought nearly 25 years ago need to be fought yet again
along newer grounds. However, today, it is not just the state and society that needs to be
confronted but the new god of the millennium - the market - that needs newer forms and
methods of resistance. Drawing on certain markers of this quarter century history, I will
try to foreground some of the current challenges facing the women’s movements today.

Violence against women forms the common thread that links the struggles of the
1980s with those of the 21* century. In 1979, the anguish of 4 lawyers over the Supreme
Court absolving two policemen of the rape of the 14-year-old tribal girl compelled them
to write an open letter. This letter then became a rallying point for several women’s
groups to take shape and form the current of the second wave of the women’s movement
in India. One such group was the Forum Against Oppression of Women, known
popularly as the Forum with its location in an urban metropolitan milieu. Several hundred
women have been part of the Forum, moved in and out of it, but it has continued to shape
the radical strain of feminist politics in India today as well as inspire several women who
have come to be associated with it. Along with other groups, it was part of the campaign
to amend laws dealing with rape and sexual assault.

Even though the women’s movement has addressed issues concerning women
from a common platform, the voices of diversity within it have felt the need to seek a
separate platform to address specific concerns. This could be taken to mean either a
failing of the women’s movement or an expansion of its diversity, seeking to represent
itself in the plural as the women’s movement(s) as well as to assert a standpoint. Dalit
women have thus felt the need to organize separately and even celebrate another day to
commemorate the struggles of women, who suffer oppression of not just multiple
patriarchies but upper caste dominance across gender and class. Muslim women have felt
the need to find secular spaces for legal redress, while maintaining their identities as
citizens. Lesbian women have fought for a space within the women’s movement asserting
their feminist politics despite simmering homophobia, while organizing separately to
decriminalize same-sex desire with other sexuality rights movements.

The late ‘80s and *90s saw the emergence of right wing politics - both religious
and economic - with both the state and society coming down with a vengeance on






