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Being A Black Female at
Trinity
by Andrea Thomas

Being a black female at Trinity
requires a lot of strength and
determination. | define it as such
because it takes a lot of inner
strength to stay motivated and sure
of yourself in a white environment.
Every day you walk around, you
see white faces; white professors,
white administrators, white female
students, white male students. To
be in the minority is hard.

A sophomore black female |
interviewed said she really admires
black females who graduate. |
understand why she said this. [t
does not matter how many cultural
groups there are on campus or
whether there is an Umoja house
or not. Something is missing in the
environment. Something that
appreciates you as a black woman
or at least recognizes you. The
worst part about it is that there are
approximately thirty white females
to every one of you. This ratio is
significant!

To see predominantly white
faces day in and day out is disturb-
ing. | wonder what whites think
when they smile at me. | feel that
they are curious about me and |
get this sense of sympathy which
angers me because | do not like to
feel like this sad puppy who needs
help. But these thoughts are what
frustrates me. The anger and
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distance | feel has caused disorder
in my past. Itis very important to
me that races get along. Yet my
eye contact with a white person
makes me skeptical. |feel like we
have the world between us and are
far away from understanding each
other.

In most of the classes | have
taken, | have been the only black
person. It doesn't matter as much
unless the topic gets controversial.
Itis an uncomfortable feeling,
especially when you are one
against fifteen. And | wonder, are
my instinctual feelings of defense
misconception? Am | building a
defense | don’t need because the
whites in the class aren't attacking
me? When | come back to my
room at night | feel exhausted. |
know that part of this exhaustion
comes from schoo!l work and my
job. But | wonder now if part of this
exhaustion is from fighting a racist
battle each day.

| keep reminding myself of the
great opportunities Trinity has to
offer. The reasons | am here and
that it all will be worth it in the end.
Trinity is an excellent school
academically and the resources
are terrific. But how much will my
time here take out of me by the
end? Itis a hurtful experience
being a black female at Trinity
because to me it feels like | am
living in someone else’s environ-

(continued on page 4)

Letter From The Director

Are you a feminist and just don't
know it? If you believe that
women deserve the same eco-
nomic, social and political opportu-
nities as men, in this society and
throughout the world, then yes,
you are a feminist. And you don't
have to be a woman to be a
feminist. Many women are scared
of the term feminist because the
right-wing has successfully
partnered the term with negative
meanings: man-hater, “dyke", bra-
burner, “bitch”. Thus, many
women who believe in equitable
treatment of women, fear being
labeled.

(continued on page 9)
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Sisterhood is Global

Filipina Mail Order Brides:
Marriage Partners or Mailed Items

Filipina women are for sale on the Internet. Popularly known as "mail order brides," many of these
young women offer themselves in marriage to unknown men who get to pick them on-line for a fee. These men
are not screened for past criminal records, which could include restraining orders or sexual offences; all they
need to acquire a wife is money.

Once an American man buys a Filipina, she must stay with him for at least two years before she can file
for citizenship, according to The New York Times. Though there are resources for abused women in the States,
Filipinas may be reluctant to seek help and sever their ties with their American husbands. "Many of the 20,000
Filipina women leaving their country each year to marry foreigners are afraid to report abuse for fear of depor-
tation."

On May 26, 1996, The New York Times reported the worst case scenario due to this lack of screening:
“[Timothy| Blackwell met Susana Remerata of the Philippines through a catalogue called "Asian Encounters" that
promised "pretty, single Asian women who want to meet you." Remerata was suing Blackwell for divorce when h
shot her and two other women during the divorce proceedings.

Supporters of this business like Gary Clark, assert that men who abuse their brides are exceptions to the
rule and do not represent legitimate wife purchasers. On his web page, he asserts that the everyday men who
purchase brides are simply dissatisfied with local women and interested in women from different cultures with
"traditional values."

Mail order brides are big business. Clark benefits from this business as the author of his mail order
guide book called, Your Bride is in the Mail. This is not another form of courtship, as Clark asserts. Men buy
these women. Because they are purchased an immediate power imbalance is established relegating women to
property. The title of his book is an excellent example of the dehumanization of these women. These are not
women, they are parcels.

According to the Domestic Violence Information Center: "Although the U.S. Congress passed a 1996 bill
that requires agencies to inform women about Congress passed a 1996 bill that requires agencies to inform
women about marriage fraud, legal residency and domestic violence or face a $20,000 fine, many women find
themselves with an abusive partner."

Mail order brides are available over the Internet from Russia, Latin America and Asia. Many of these
women participate in hopes of a better life in America, but many find they are isolated from their families and
subject to the "traditional values" of their new husbands,

Many countries are pursuing legislation to stop bride trafficking. Support the "International Trafficking
of Women and Children Victim Protection Act of 1999" (5.600) introduced by Senator Paul Wellstone (D-MN)
which would grant women asylum and give them three months to decide whether or not to press charges agains
their traffickers.

To protest mail order bride trafficking:
http:/ /www.feminist.org/action/ 1_action.html

For more information on legislation in the Philippines:
http://www.philwomen.net/bills/trafficking-11th.html

To see what the other side argues:
httn:/ /warw.witw.ore/mob/






