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Forum on Frats:
Opinions on Co-Ed
Greek Organizations

Co-Ed is Better

As it has done since the mid-
80’s, Trinity’s administration has
again mandated that all Greek orga-
nizations on campus become co-ed,
and that has sent the majority of those
organizations scurrying into hiding or
grasping for a solution. My own or-
ganization, Cleo, is not technically
Greek anymore, primarily because
it’s been co-ed for years. 27 years,
actually, and national Greek chapters
are not sympathetic to co-education.
The frantic and angry attitude of the
other organizations at Trinity leaves
me a bit bewildered, for while I can
identify with the human possessive
desire to stay the same, to fight off
change, 1 can’t honestly understand
their problem with admitting the op-

posite sex to their ranks.
cont, on page 3

Co-Ed Mandate is Sexist

I feel like I have been shafted
by the administration. In my time
since [ became a member of the greek
system here at Trinity, I have begun
to question the motivations of the
administration for their co-educa-
tional mandate. Not just because I
think it’s unfair, but because I think
they are based on sexist assumptions
and they effectively deny Trinity
women the opportunity to self-define

their social options.
cont.on page 5

Greek System Harms
Women

The Greek system on
Trinity’s campus is, by and largely
detrimental to the status of women.
From the “support groups” of the
former sororities (now part of the os-
tensibly coed organizations) to the
meat-shopping boys clubs that are the
fraternities, few Greek groups on
campus help women in any signifi-
cant way, and most detract from the
success women have had in Trinity’s
coeducational process over the last 27

years.
cont. on page 6
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Najoice's daughter, Shaija

On Being a Student
and a Mother

by Najoice Strong

Najoice Strong is a sopho-
more at Trinity College. As a first
year student, she resided in the resi-
dence halls from the time she was four
months pregnant until she gave birth
last spring. Although her daughter,
Shaija, lives in New York with
Najoice s parents, Najoice goes home
every chance she can to spend time
with her precious little bundle.

Being a mother while in
school has brought many changes
into my life. These changes have not
been for the worse, but they have
changed me as a person. Since I be-
came a mother, [ have learned the real
meaning of responsibility and com-
mitment. There is a difference be-
tween someone depending on you
versus only doing things for yourself.

cont. on last page



Sisterhood is Global

news from around the world

Feminism in Action for
Women in Peru

In their March/April issue,
Ms. “reported on a rape law in Peru
that said if a rapist married his vic-
tim, he would not be prosecuted. On
March 12, the New York Times ran a
front page story on the issue, and on
April 4, the Peruvian Congress voted
to repeal the law.”

Afghan Woman Stoned
to Death by
Fundamentalists

“The Atlanta Journal reports
that in March, Afghanistan’s funda-
mentalist faction known as the
Taliban stoned to death a woman,
identified only as Jamila, who tried
to flee the counrty with a man who
was not her relative. In the Taliban’s
strict interpretation of Islamic law, a
woman found in the company of a
man other than a family member is
guilty of a crime punishable by ston-
ing. At press time, it was not clear if
the unidentified man was punished at
all.”

-from Ms. July/August 1997

Protection Sought for
Rape Victims in
England's Courts

“Police, MP’s and women’s
groups are pressuring England’s
Home Secretary Jack Straw to allow
rape victims to testify behind a screen
and to avoid cross examination about
their sex lives... [Following] a re-
port... [t]hat showed rape rates are ris-
ing, while rape convictions are de-

creasing. Only 19% of all rape com-
plaints are taken to court, and half
ofthe defendents are later acquitted...
Civil liberties groups are protesting
such a change, saying that while rape
victims should be protected, defen-
dants have the right to confront their
accusers in court.”

Women in Irish Politics

Mary McAleese was elected
to be the next president of Ireland in
arace “...unusual for Ireland because
four women and only one man ran for
the presidency. Although a neon sign
on Ireland's City Hall reads "It'd be
much better for the world to be gov-
erned by the women in it," from
James Joyce's "Ulysses," women
make up less than one-eighth of the
lower Parliament, take home 61.3%
of men's pay, and are still
underrepresented in management po-
sitions.”

Rape Crises in Europe

“A new study reports that
men rape a Romanian woman every
six hours, according to the Romanian
newspaper, Adevarul...

A study commissioned by
the German government has found
that one in seven women in Ger-
many is raped or sexually harassed
in her lifetime, yet only 5% report it
to the police.”

Anti Discriminatory
Laws to be Tested in
Hong Kong

“Hong Kong’s Apple Daily
newspaper printed an advertisement
for ‘several pretty female reporters’

in an apparent violation of the
country’s new anti-discrimination
laws. The new anti-discrimination
laws prohibit employers from citing
sex, marital status, or lack of disabil-
ity as a condition of employment, but
allow employers to request workers
of a specific age or race. The pub-
lishers of the popular Apple Daily
newspaper will be the first organiza-
tion tried under the new anti-discrimi-
nation laws.”

-from The Feminist Majority Foundation:
Feminist News, September and October 1997
http://www.feminist.org/

Some Websites on Global’
Sisterhood:

The Global Fund for Women -
international women's human rights:
www.igc.apc.org/gfw

Linkages - info related to the UN
conference on the status of women:
www.iisd.ca/linkages/women.html

Russian Feminis‘m Resources -
www.geocities.com/Athens/2533/
russfem.html

FemiNet Korea - www.feminet.or.kr

Women of the World - info on
women's reproductive freedom in
several countries: www.echonyc.com/
~jmkm/wotw

WomenWatch - UN info and data on
women worldwide: www.un.org/
womenwatch

-links obtained from the Internet
Gateway on the Feminist Majority
Foundation Homepage at:
www.feminist.org







