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[ Letter From the Editor

Fall 1993

To the recipients of Feminist Scholarship Review:

The theme of this issue of FSR is women and religion. No--don't do
it! Don't close the cover and put FSR aside!

In this issue, we are not going to advise you about the benefits or
detriments to your life that embracing religion: either a specific
religion or a generalized spirituality will bring. We are not going
to tout any particular system of beliefs or even attempt to distin-
guish systems of beliefs from established religions. We are not go-
ing to sermonize, galvanize or organize you, either. The mission
(good word for this theme, Don't you think?) of FSR is to provide you
with sources of feminist scholarship on this campus, and that is what
we intend to do for you on the subject of religion.

I admit to having had reservations about this topic. I wondered if I
would be interested in the sources I would review. In reading one of
these sources, however, I discovered that my reluctance might have
had more to do with my own belief system than with any of the excuses
I had concoted for putting off my research. The discovery came di-
rectly from a quotation in_Women's Studies Quarterly one of the
sources reviewed here. In an article on feminist studies in religion,
Judith Plaskow states that "The suspicion on the part of many intel-
lectuals in our secular culture [is] that anyone interested in reli-
gion must be a reactionary...While feminists can study and make with-
out automatically being seen as in collusion with them, the same
trust--and interest--has not been extended to feminist work in reli-
gion.” (p.9)

I had to consider the possibility that this was an attitude I might
be harboring in the reservoir of my assumptions, deep down in the
pool. Anyone who has ever fished one of those deep pools knows
that's where the biggest ones--the lunkers--loll, the ones who resist
all but the most persistent efforts to pull them and reel them in.
Once I admitted to this assumption, reeled it out and looked at it in
the sunlight, I felt much freer about pursuing my research, and much
more interested in what I might uncover in the area of women and re-
ligion.



Perhaps your reaction was not at all like mine. In another

article in Women's Studies Quarterly Delores Williams reminds us
that "For some women, religious experience provide[s]) the self-esteem
and courage needed to pursue their...work." (p. 81) Whatever your
personal reaction, though, religion is a topic about which we all
have lots of hidden assumptions. By its very nature, it touches on
our deepest beliefs. The sources named and reviewed in this issue
may shed some light on your assumptions, hidden prejudices and be-
liefs. Our hope is that, at the very least, these sources will pro-
vide some thought-provoking and interesting reading in an area not
often dealt with in feminist contexts.

et B O et

--Deborah Rose 0'Neal



Women's Center: Reviewed Sources

Sociology of Religion: A Ouarterly Review
Volume 54, NO. 1 Spring, 1993

"Sociology of Religion" has gone through several actual and proposed name
changes in an attempt to accurately depict its content and orientation.
The spring, 1993 issue is the first issue, in fact, to carry this name.
The journal does hold true to its title. Articles rely on case studies,
survey data and ethnographic fieldwork to illuminate the status of spe-
cific groups, such as Catholic women pastors and women in Black Spiritual
Churces, within the larger religious context. Since the theme of this
issue is religion and gender relationships, the articles deal with empow-
erment and disenfranchisement of women within established religions.
Consideration is given to such topics as the experience of conversion,
ministry style and establishment of new monastic communities, all with
regard to gender. Aspects of Catholicism, Protestantism, Judaism, the
Catholic monastic movement and the Black Spiritual Movement are examined
as they relate to gender.

Conclusions vary in terms of positivity and negativity. An article on
dual ordination tracks by gender, for example, suggests that this trend
seems to be creating positions for female clergy that "are likely to re-
main lower-level, functionally subordinate and female sex-segregated."
(p. 28)-quite clearly a negative conclusion. In an article entitled,
"The Limited Empowerment of Women in Black Spiritual Churches", Hans Baer
recapitulates the history of this movement with regard to women and con-
cludes that, though it does not directly address female empowerment,
Black Spiritualism does accept "women's legitimate role as religious au-
thorities without question..." (Haywood gtd. in Bae p. 68). This is one
of the articles that sees the role of religion for women at least some-
what positively.

"Socioleogy of Religion" consists entirely of thematic articles with a
short section of book reviews at the end of the volume. The articles are
framed in a research format. Though occasionally, the use of "jargon"
can obscure meaning for the layperson inexperienced in either field (re-
ligion or sociology), it is not so prevalent as to prevent overall under-
standing. That is, the articles are no "easy read", but are informative
and interesting and are worth the effort sometimes needed to glean infor-
mation. For a single volume, there is a surprisingly broad field covered
here.

--Deborah Rose 0O'Neal






