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: Letter From the Editor S

Spring 1993

To the Recipients of reminist Scholarship QReview:

In this issue we are focusing on women's words. Of course, Eeminist Scholarship
Review always focuses on women's words, but this time we are going to devote our
attention to women's words aloud.

A couple of weeks ago, | went to the campus of the University of Hartford to hear
Michelle Cliff, from our own English Department, and Irena Klepfisz read excerpts from
their works. Frankly, | went to hear Michelle and to support the idea of women's writing
in the community. | wasn't thinking about “the experience”.

I've heard many women read their work. And this reading differed little from other
readings in format and style. The readers read well and had fine things to read. Irena
Klepfisz read some poems that were written partly in Yiddish--now here were words |
couldn't have even read with text in front of me. The particular music of those words in
Yiddish was stunning. | had had a growing awareness all evening that something was
different, that for me the evening had shifted.

What was different this time, | suppose, was me, the listener. | heard things differently.
What | heard in between the words of those women writers, in back of their words,
around and inside their words, was a lilt of voice, a uniqueness of intonation, a quiver
of laughter, a trace of emphasis that | wouldn't have heard if | hadn’t been there.

All this is to say that women's words aloud are decidedly and delightfully different from
women's words as text. If you are there to hear it, what you will hear along with the
words is worth much--inconvenience, cold, a staving off of fatigue after a long day.
Trinity has, among other such opportunities, a series called “Rainbow Sounds". |
encourage you to support this program with your attendance. | encourage you to find
as many places as you can to hear women read what they have written. You'll hear
things you never imagined, hiding inside those already wonderful words.

Hearing women read aloud |g different. Listen!
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---Deborah Rose O'Neal






