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The Blind Assasin: A Review

By Abigail Thomas

HAHIN

"I felt confused, and
also inadequate:
whatever it was he was
asking or demanding, it
was beyond me. This
was the first time a man
would expect more from
me than I was capable
of giving, but it would not
be the last." With these
words, Iris Chase
Griffen, the narrator of
Margaret Atwood's latest
novel 7he Blind Assassin,
describes the feelings
that would haunt her
throughout her life.

With this book,
Atwood reexamines
some of the themes she
began in the
Handmaid's Tale. The
two central character's -
Iris Chase Griffen and
her younger sister Laura
- are examples of the
ways women can be

trapped by
circumstances and
society. The Blind

Assass/n is in N0 way as
dramatic as the science
fiction world created in a

Handmaid's 7ale, where
women are trapped
simply by their biology,
their reproductive
functions. This story is
told by an 82 year old Iris
who is looking back over
her childhood. She tells
the story of growing up
between World War I and
World War II. As the
story unfolds, we see
that to some extent she
is trapped and limited by
society, but we also see
another side through the
perspective of her
younger sister Laura. As
Laura develops in her
years as a teenager, she
shows Iris some of the
ways in which women
allow themselves to be
trapped.

Readers familiar with
Atwood  will also
recognize narrative
techniques from A/ias
Grace. 1In The Blind
Assass/in, however,
Atwood uses a novel
within a novel within a
novel to tell the tale.
While at times this is
effective, it is also
slightly confusing. The
outer framework is a
memaoir - Iris' story. The
next layer is a novel with
the same title - the Blind

Assassin - written by
see BLIND on page five
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DANCER [N
THE DAKI

By Darcy Roake

How can I describe Lars
Von Triers brilliant film
Dancer in the Dark? The
most emotionally and
physically grating film I have
ever seen? Yes. The most
beautiful and raw acting and
directing I have ever
experienced? Yes. Absolute
adoration and repulsion for
one of the most fascinating
films put onto celluloid? Yes.
So I suppose it would be fair
to call it a jumble of
contradictions that left me
more confused and yet
somehow clearheaded. Now
that I've managed to confuse
you in discussing it, let me
clarify.

The film stars Bjork as
a Czechoslovakian
immigrant (Selma) working
at a factory in America. She

see DANCER on page four

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR:
KNOW THE FACTS
ABOUT EATING
DISORDERS

AT A DORM, | RE-
CENTLY SHOWED A VIDEO
ABOUT HOW MEDIA IM-
AGES DISTORT OUR
VIEWS OF OURSELVES
AND HAD A DISCUSSION
ABOUT EATING DISOR-
DERS ON CAMPUS. THE
ALL FEMALE GROUP
SEEMED A BIT TIRED OF
THE SUBJECT - THEY
SAID THAT THEY'VE
HEARD MOST OF THIS
BEFORE, AND WHAT'S
THE MATTER WITH BEING
THIN ANYWAY? NOTHING,
DEPENDING ON HOW YOU
GOT THERE. COMPUL-

SIVE EXCERISING,
see KNOW ON PAGE TWO
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