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Diversity has become a
buzzword. Everybody wants it,
everybody’s all for it. Trninity keeps
talking about diversity as if it exists
here. I want to know exactly what
the college means by “diverse.” Usu-
ally, when students talk about diver-
sity, they are referring to the mostly
white, privileged student body. I
have had, and have overheard, many
many conversations lamenting the
lack of diversity among students here.
Complaining or joking about the ho-
mogeneity of the student body is
practically a standard feature in the
Tripod. If being diverse means pro-
moting an atmosphere where differ-
ence can flourish, we, as students,
have been ignoring a large part of
what being diverse must include.

What about Trinity’s faculty
and administration? They are the
ones making the decisions about what
goes on at Trinity. They are a huge
part of what determines the culture
and climate of this school. And, if
you take a closer look at the faculty
and administration, you will find that
the majority is homogenous accord-
ing to race and sex.

I want to talk about the diver-
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for more statistics on the faculty, see pages 5 - 7

Rohypnol Pamphlet

The Women's Center has pub-
lished a new pamphlet on the dangers
of the drug Rohypnol, otherwise
known as roofies.

The pamphlet contains infor-
mation on why Rohypnol is poten-
tially dangerous, how to avoid it, and
what to do if you believe you have
been a victim of Rophynol induced
rape.

Copies of the pamphlet can be
obtained at the Women's Center, or
various locations around campus. §

“Y am only one; But still
I am one. I cannot do
everything, but still I can do
something; I will not refuse
to do the something I can do.”
-Helen Keller
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Sisterhood is Global

news from around the world

Sexual Harassment
In Japan

In a recent survey of Japanese gov-
ernment employees, 94% of women
who responded reported that they had
experienced some form of sexual ha-
rrassment, “‘ranging from a display of
nude posters in the office to forced
sex.” The survey was the first of its
|kind to inquire into the Japanese gov-
lernment which is made up of 75%
men. Naoto Takashima, of the Na-
tional Personnel Authority who ad-
ministered the survey said he was not
surprised by the results, He also said
that a panel would be established to
adopt preventative measures before
April 1999. The first sexual harass-
ment case was not filed in Japan un-
til 1992, where such conduct was

largely accepted until the 1980s.
source: AP Worldstream, March 12, 1998

UN Report on

Abortion

According to a report by the World
Health Organization, a UN agency, 20
million unsafe abortions kill about
180, 000 women per year around the
world. The report was compiled to
promote safe motherhood, not abor-
tion, though it said there was evidence
that anti-abortion laws are linked to
higher rates of unsafe abortions and
resulting deaths. For example, the
Netherlands has non-restrictive abor-
tion laws, widely available contracep-
tion and free abortion services, and
the lowest abortion rate in the world.
The WHO report found about 75 mil-
lion unwanted pregnancies around the
world per year. The reportalso found
a link between unsafe abortions and
women’s economic status. About

95% of unsafe abortions were per-
formed on women from developing
countries. Said WHO's chief of Ma-
ternal and Newborn Health-Safe
Motherhood, “the poorer the woman,
the more likely she’ll have to settle

for a more dangerous abortion.”
source: AP Worldstream, March 19, 1998

Discrimination
Against Women in the

Dominican Republic
A report by the United Nations De-
velopment Program singled out the
Dominican Republic for its treatment
of women as it praised other Carib-
bean countries such as the Bahamas
and Barbados for the equal status of
women in their countries. Accord-
ing to the report, women in the Do-
minican Republic face discriminatory
laws, widespread domestic violence,
and high numbers of women are
forced into prostitution by poverty.
One of six women will be a victim of
abuse, most likely from a family
member. Gladys Gutierrez, director
of the Ministry of Women's Affairs,
told the UN committee who compiled
the report that her country was
ashamed of 1ts discrimination against
women and assured that the current
government was addressing the prob-

lem.
source: AP Worldstream, March 21, 1998
Women’s Rights in

Palestine

On March 28, 1998, the Women's
Center for Legal Aid and Counseling
opened a controversial conference on
women'’s rights. The group recom-
mended several changes in the tradi-
tional law which is widely enforced

in Palestine: rescinding the require-
ment for women to have a male legal
guardian’s approval for marriage,
decriminalizing consensual extra-
marital sex, and giving equal inhenit-
ance rights to women instead of the
half stipulated by Islamic law. Hanan
Rabbani, the project manager said,
“We have been accused of being Sa-
tanic, Westernized, of trying to divide
society and being anti-Islamic. But
we have no problem with religion.
Islam gave women many rights, it is
just that practice is falling short of
theory.” Mukarram Qasrawi, a school
principal said “We only want to be
able to express ourselves. I should
not be forced to walk behind the man,
and he should not be forced to walk
behind me. We should want to walk
side-by-side.”

source: AP Worldstream, March 26, 1998

Women’s Rights
in Nepal
April 3, 1998, police arrested 60 of]
more than 200 women demanding
equal rights. “We were on our way
to present a memorandum to parlia-
mentarians demanding the approval
of a bill that would grant women
equal property rights. We want the
bill to be approved and adopted this
session with no more delays,” said
Durga Ghimire, a women'’s rights
activist. In Nepal, women have al-
most no property rights. Sons auto-
matically inherit parental property
and a woman can claim a share only
if she remains unmarried until the age
of 35. Nepalese women’s rights
groups have called the laws discrimi-
natory and demanded that they be
replaced with laws granting equal

rights to daughters.
source: AP Worldstream, Apnil 3, 1998







