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INTRODUCTION

[nside the classrooms of Trinity College, students learn about discoveries made by
famous psychologists such as Freud, Jung, Gardner, and Pavlov. But issues of
psychology affect the everyday lives and experiences of students on the campus as well.
Whether inside or outside of the classroom, some of the most interesting studies of
mentality and behavior are those focused on gender. Both in theory and in reality, gender
differences and gender tensions create a struggle for balance and introduce new obstacles
to overcome when traditions or institutions are expanded.

In his article “The Transition From an All Male to a Co-Educational College: A
Dean’s Recollection,” past Dean and present Professor of Psychology David Winer
explores how some of these gender tensions played out on Trinity’s campus in the late
1970’s. The decision to make the College a co-educational institution created some
surprising issues that Professor Winer reflects on as an interesting study in gender
psychology. His observations demonstrate that the studies of esteemed psychologists
begin as small-scale reflections on how change affects human behavior.

On the other side of the process, small-scale studies have potential to become the
groundwork for the theories of gender that are most prominent in the field of psychology.
Professor of English Dianne Hunter explores one such prominent theory in her article
“Oedipus Complex Can Be Replaced.” Although Hunter gives proper respect to Freud’s
theory, she also raises the question of how applying his theory to modern day women
changes the groundwork of his frame of thought. She considers in her argument the work
of Juliet Mitchell, whose book, Psychoanalysis and Feminism, suggests that the potential
end of the patriarchal tradition challenges, and possibly refutes Freud’s Oedipal complex
theory.

Regardless of whether one is learning psychology through literature or through
experience, the fact that traditions and structures are constantly changing must be taken
into account. Psychology, like any other science, is forever shifting and growing with
experimental and ideological discoveries. Both David Winer and Dianne Hunter
emphasize the importance of acknowledging these changes, and embracing the
possibilities they present.
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