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Letter from the Editor

To the Readers of Feminist Scholarship Review:

When | start to read an article that bears upon the law (or, rather THE LAW, as | seem
to envision it), | balk. | tell myself that this is an ignorant bias, but still, | stop reading. |
have a million things to do all of a sudden that will take up my allotted reading time,
and | simply have to get to them. Upon reflection, | could create an impressive list of
reasons for my unreasonable reaction that | have always thought of as having to do
with rules rather than with the people subjected to those rules. Not to mention an
outlook on life supported by THE LAW that depends more on where we've been (what
else does “precedent” mean?) than on where we're headed. As with other topics
covered in ESR, however, | have come to appreciate the value of this subject and
have, hopefully, begun to create for myself a different mindset that will be broader and
more informed than my preceding one. Through the articles reviewed, | have come to
see the workings of the law as a method for expressing the assumptions and myths of
our culture. | have come to think of “precedent” as “archetype”. | have, as we all do,
translated the topic into my own terms and them been able to use its distinct
perspective to inform and challenge my own ideas.

Some readers, like me, will have to translate the topic in some personal way in order
to read further in this issue. Others may already have an interest in the law in general,
and still others may want to know more about resources that delineate the effect of the
law on women. Whatever your status, however, this issue of ESR is worth exploring,
based on the fact that we, as people, as Americans, as women, are subject to specific
laws and to the reach of The Law. Based on the knowledge that, as a minority group,
women are often demeaned, if not victimized outright by those who purvey the law.
Based on the actuality that we live in a legalistic society and, as such, that avoidance
of the topic will likely perpetuate our status as potential victims of something we do not
understand.

Perhaps most important of all, though, we should be willing to explore the topic of
women and the law based on the idea that, rather miraculously, considering the
essentially conservative attitude of the legal outlook, the constant backward glance of
those who pursue it, dramatic social change has often been effected in that very
medium. How does that happen? Not by wearing the blindfold. Not by avoidance of
the issues at hand. Not without information. So--read on!
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--Deborah Rose O'Neal






