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Laura R. Lockwood

One of the founding
principals of the
Women’s Center was to
provide a place where
women felt safe.
Recently, safety has
been on everyone’s
mind. Students have
organized to raise
awareness and demand
action. Women have
felt especially
vulnerable given the
recent release of the sex
offender, John Urban,
from prison into a
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male students are being
profiled unjustly by
Hartford police and
fellow students. Some
students want the
campus closed.
Keeping non-students
out isn’t our biggest
problem, however. The
people we need to really
worry about are here on
this campus. As
reported at the Open
Forum on Safety, most
women who are
sexually assaulted are
assaulted by fellow
students. This largely
underreported crime
will not cease if we
close the campus. Over
80% of sexual assault
victims know their
attackers. They are
your hall mates, class
mates, acquaintances,
and hook-ups.

say women should hide
in their rooms! This is
about awareness:
knowledge is power. If
initiating sex, you need
to seek consent.
Remember, a drunk
woman/man cannot, by
law, give consent. If you
drink, remember that
your judgment becomes
impaired. Men should
not initiate sex under
the influence. Why?
Because they may
forget to wear a
condom. Or, their sex
partner may say ‘“No”
and is not heard, or is
misunderstood.

Having sex while drunk
is illegal, for both men
and women. For
women, you need to
watch your drinks (for
date rape drugs), watch
your friends, and trust
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your instincts. You need to
communicate with your sex
partner - tell him/her what
you want and what you
don’t want. Don’t assume
s/he can read your mind.
You can be responsible and
still have great sex! Be-
cause drinking impairs
judgment, don’t chance a
sexual encounter after
drinking to excess. Waking
up in the morning, not
remembering who you were
with or what happened, or
whether a condom was
used, is very scary. If the
sex isn’t consensual, it’s
sexual assault or rape.
Found guilty, perpetrators
get expelled or, if charges
are pressed, go to jail.
Trinity expels rapists. Two
mal we -
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meanor. Students are
currently being trained as
Sexual Assault Peer Coun-
selors. They, along with
administrators listed on
your SART (Sexual Assault
Response Team) card, can
help you, confidentially,
through the ensuing emo-
tions. We ask your permis-
sion to file an anonymous
report, to maintain statis-
tics. However, without
names we can’t prevent the
alleged assaulter from
acting again. Remember, an
assault is not your fault.
Please, talk to someone
about it.

The Silent Epidemic
Jillian Rutman

I know that I
speak for the majority of
women on campuses
nationwide when I say
that I have been told
time and time again by
my peers, parents, and
professors to be careful
when I go out to parties.
I’'m told that I need to
watch my drink and keep
track of my friends.
We’ve all heard stories
of women who have
woken up in strange
beds after a night of
heavy partying, stories
of date rape drugs, of
pregnancies, and STDs.
To many of us, these
cautionary tales have
been so drilled into us
that we could recite the
warnings in our sleep; to
others, they are so over-
dramatized that they
seem more like urban
legends than real threats.
The reality?

According to The
National College
Women Sexual
Victimization Study of
1996 which surveyed
4,446 college students,
20-25% of college
women survive either an

attempted rape or a
completed rape in their
college years. Of these
rapes and assaults, 75%
involve alcohol
consumption on the part
of the perpetrator, the
victim or both.
Participants in this
study confirmed that in
nine out of ten cases,
the perpetrators knew
the victims. They
reported that the
majority of rapes and
attempted rapes
occurred in the evening,
with 51.8% happening
between the hours of
midnight and 6 am. Of
these rapes, 60%
occurred in the victims’
residences while
approximately 10.3%
occurred in fraternity
houses.

Research done by
The National Institute
on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism (NIAAA,
2002) yields broader
results. In America, an
alarming 638,000
reported rapes occur
every year to women
over the age of 18. Of
these rapes, 32,101
result in pregnancies,
while1,276 victims
contract HIV.
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What is the most
frightening aspect of
this? Rape isn’t as easy
to tally as other crimes.
In fact, statistics show
that only 28% of all of
rapes in America are
reported to police
officers. Imagine the
multitudes of women
whose voices are
silenced, women who
feel like they can’t
report what has
happened.

The bottom line?
As women, we have to
be careful. These horror
stories aren’t just urban
legends. We have to
remain aware of the
circumstances around
us, the people we
associate with, and the
amount of alcohol we
consume. Women and
men alike have to be
responsible for their
friends and themselves.
Don’t let yourself or
someone you love
become a victim.

Please contact
Laura Lockwood at the
Women'’s Center
(x2408) if you've
suffered sexual assault
and need someone talk

to. You can also contact
other members of SART
(Sexual Assault
Response Team):
Campus Safety-x2222;
Trinity College
Emergency Response
Team (TCERT)-x2222;
Student Peer
Counselors: Sana Khan
-x3048, Carolyn Dorr -
236-0766, Ben Johnson
(check directory); Dean
of Students-x2156;
Counseling Center-
x2415; Health Center-x
2018; ORL-x2305;
Chaplain-x2012; Office
of Multicultural Affairs
-x4251. All reports are
confidential. It is your
choice to report it
formally, using names,
or to report it
anonymously. If you
report it anonymously,
the administration will
not be able to prevent
the alleged assaulter
from assaulting again. If
you need a rape kit, call
Campus Safety. They
will contact the nurse
practitioner on call. You
can also contact
Hartford Sexual Assault
Crisis Services, at 522-
6666, or the Hartford
Police, at 911. New
Student Peer Counselors

will complete their
training next semester.
Please watch postings
for their contact
information.

Please, don’t let
your voice go unheard.
Support is there if you
seek it.

JUST ONE VOTE!

For the first time since abortion
became legal (Roe v Wade,
1973) the presidency and both
houses of Congress are in anti-
choice hands. Religous Right
politicians and lobbyists now
wield enormous power.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?

The right to choose was
maintained by a 5-4 vote in the
most recent Supreme Court
decision on abortion. One or two
justices are expected to retire
soon, and President Bush has
promised to nominate
conservative justices. Just one
more anti-choice justice would
ensure the loss of reproductive
rights for generations.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Go to www.ctnaral.org, and click
on ACT Now! or call CT
NARAL (Connecticut National
Abortion and Reproductive
Rights Action League) at (860)
524-1086. Take action today!

Sources: Ms. Magazine, Volume
XII, Winter 2002;
www.ctnaral.org






