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Intfroduction

The first question posed about every human, even with ultrasound, is,"Is it a
girl or a boy?" It is the first and most important category people put us in as human
beings. This is why | often wonder why there is still debate over whether or not to
look at gender in relation to liberal arts curriculums. Gender is where we start, live
and finish life-we should understand its (imposed) implications and limitations.

Sexuality is the human impulse that governs much of our adult lives regard-
less of our gender, race, ethnicity or class. It is a unifying category regardless of
whether we are sexual or not and regardless of whom we are sexual with. The per-
sistence of Darwin and Freud’s theories on sexuality in many classes testifies to our
prolonged investigation of human sexuality. Applying feminist consciousness to
contemporary sexuality studies, however, may help us evolve beyond Darwin and
Freud'’s limited perspectives on this important aspect of human life.

Liberal arts Colleges are not frade schools. Humanities majors in particular
are not fraining for a particular profession as much as we are fraining our minds to
take in the world as completely as possible and break it down as essentially as
possible. We are becoming thinkers who are able to integrate intellect, creativity
and compassion into a world view that makes us more complete human beings.

When | solicited professors for essays in this issue, | asked them to answer the
question: What is the importance of gender and sexuality studies to a Liberal arts
curriculum? Elisabeth Armstrong, PhD in the Women's Studies Department and
Stephen Valocchi, PhD and director of the Sociology Department were kind enough
to take time out of their busy schedules to submit their opinions on this topic.

Armstrong points out current challenges to the validity of continuing to sepa-
rately study gender. The argument is that these problems have been addressed
and are no longer valuable as separate intellectual pursuits. She disagrees ques-
fioning the commitment of liberal arts educators to integrate gender into their
courses. Gender and sexuality studies are integral fo understanding our current
place in history. Specifically, gender and sexuality studies facilitate our ability to
question proscribed reality which is central to becoming independent, creative and
crifical thinkers.

She also observes that many Liberal arls colleges are becoming corpora-
tions. Because of this, they rely on money and the people who give it, whether they
are individuals or other corporations. This relationship can compromise an
insfitution’s honest pursuit of education by intfroducing the interests of non-intellec-
tuals into the liberal aris structure. Sexuality and gender studies, at its core, chal-
lenges such compromising intrusions and can keep a Liberal arts college honest.
Deconstruction is ceniral to gender and sexudality studies, equipping students with
the tools to notice and challenge threats to intellectual purity.

Valocchi observes that women'’s studies programs have deconstructed per-
sistent and structural gender assumptions that have erased and subjugated more
than half the population throughout history. He also addresses the conflation of
biological sex with societal gender rules specifically structured to govern behavior.



According to Valocchi, the job of a Liberal arts education is to explore
“physical, social, cultural and historical worlds.” The acknowledged omission of
women, gays, lesbians and bisexual persons within these worlds requires a reinves-
tigation of them. Intellectual excellence demands the completion of our human
portrait.

The absence of sexuality studies as recently as 1985 at Trinity shows the disre-
gard our college community has had for intellectual investigation on this essential
topic. The continued lack of a separate Lesbian and Gay Studies Depariment
shows how far behind other intellectual communities Trinity is in its pursuit of “critical
inquiry, social justice and a commitment to a common humanity (Valocchi),” within
the appropriate auspices of intellectual investigation.

At the last Presidential Fellows meeting, we discussed the validity and appli-
cation of our extensive community involvement, via the Learning Cormidor, and
Liberal arts excellence. Opinions varied, but one theme emerged: we have more
to learn and the real world can be a valuable teacher. By stretching our percep-
fions of scholarship and pushing intellectual investigation into new areas we be-
come better, more completely educated students.

Women'’s Studies programs have helped students and professors revive the
atrophied parts of our intellectual body by challenging us to disengage from in-
complete histories and dangerous assumptions. Our intellectual body will continue
to limp, however, until we can integrate sexuality studies in an honest, vigilant way.
As humans in female or male bodies, affected by feminine or masculine gender
rules and heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual or celibate identities, we must attend
to our reality. As a Liberal arfs college committed to rigor and intellectual excel-
lence, we must acknowledge the status of gender and sexuality studies at Trinity
College.

- Beth Miller






